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Income Tax Department

Annual Report
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Structure and Composition

The Income Tax Department is comprised of an Administrator, three full-time City employees,
and two to five full-time and part-time staff members employed through employment agencies
who are responsible for administering and enforcing the Income Tax Ordinance and the
applicable Rules and Regulations. The Department’s goal is to respectfully encourage the
highest level of voluntary compliance by assisting, educating, and informing customers and
stakeholders efficiently, effectively, and accurately.

The Tax Administrator is appointed by and reports to the Mayor, who serves as Chairman of the
Income Tax Board. The Tax Administrator reports also to this board, which was designed to
depoliticize the Income Tax Department and to protect it from improper influence. The other
Board members include the Law Director, Treasurer, Auditor, and Council’s Appropriations
Committee Chairman, who are responsible for offering oversight and counsel to the Income Tax
Department and initiating most legislation during a minimum of four quarterly public meetings
each year to ensure the department’s funding, accountability, independence, and objectivity.
The Tax Administrator is not a member of the Income Tax Board.

Pursuant to Section 718.11 of the Ohio Revised Code (Substitute House Bill 5 of the 130th Ohio
General Assembly), the Mayor and Council appoint a total of three members to the newly-named
Local Board of Tax Review, whose purpose is to rule on taxpayers’ initial formal appeals.
During the February 2, 2016 Council meeting, Mayor Mihalik appointed John W. Pinski Jr.,
CPA and City Council appointed attorneys Douglas W. Huffman and Roger L. Miller. All three
members are eligible for unlimited renewable terms. By the new State law, Council must renew
each of its two appointees every two years.

2018 2018 2018
Tax Department Staff Local Board of Tax Review Income Tax Board
Andrew Thomas John W. Pinski, Jr. CPA Mayor Lydia Mihalik
Tonya Stillberger Douglas W. Huffman Don Rasmussen
Melanie Donaldson Roger L. Miller Grant C. Russel
Seth Boice Jim Staschiak II
Julia Rodgers Susan Hite
Joe Hoover

Linda Allred & Kevin Kiene



Income Tax Department Activities

1. Villages of Arlington, Mount Cory, Vanlue, and Carey

The Tax Department has completed its sixteenth year of administering the income tax on behalf
of the Village of Arlington. The process continues to proceed smoothly and routinely. The Tax
Department administers approximately 165 employer withholding accounts and approximately
750 individual and business accounts for the Village.

The Tax Department began administering the taxes on behalf of the Villages of Mount Cory and
Vanlue in 2016 when these villages initiated their municipal income tax ordinances. All three
villages incur their own costs for refunds, tax forms, and court fees. The Tax Department will
begin administering the income tax on behalf of the Village of Carey in 2019.

We continue to find the practice beneficial to all four municipalities. As anticipated, we have a
greater opportunity to serve a wider range of Findlay taxpayers—non-resident individuals who
are employed within our City limits. Notably, we estimate that Findlay derives 40 to 50 percent
of its employer withholding revenue from non-resident individuals. Considering the nation’s
climate toward state and local taxes—particularly in Ohio over the past several years, it is vital
for municipalities statewide to diligently and comprehensively serve the interests of non-
residents who pay municipal income taxes to the communities where they work.

All four villages are prohibited from imposing tax on resident shareholders’ distributive shares
from S corporations. Bills originating in both the Ohio House and the Ohio Senate established
voting requirements available only to communities that were imposing tax on this income by
ordinance, rule, or regulation as of December 2002. Senate Bill 180 of the 124th Ohio General
Assembly established a November 2003 voting requirement for distributions from inferstate S
corporations, followed by House Bill 127 of the 125th Ohio General Assembly that established a
November 2004 voting requirement for distributions from inirastate S corporations. As a result
of these bills, the villages are limited to imposing tax on S corporations only at the entity level.

Number of Accounts

2018 2019
Municipality ' Individual & Net Profit Employer Withholding
City of Findlay 24,075 1,478 (M); 1,383 (Q)
Village of Arlington 762 165
Village of Mount Cory 103 19
Village of Vanlue 169 40
Village of Carey 2,112 476

M = monthly
Q = quarterly



2. Past-due Collections

Past-due collections in 2018 amounted to at least $795,571. This was an increase of $200,803
(33.76 percent) over 2017.

3. Software

We have been using our existing proprietary database software package developed, supported,
and maintained specifically for Findlay since October 2003. The database, reports, and
presentation were moved to a virtual server in late 2016.

The server migration eliminates the need for upgrading hardware when implementing software
advancements. If more resources are needed, such as RAM processors and storage, they will be
allocated to the new virtual machine. The uptime and availability of a virtual server is also
greatly increased, because the virtual server can immediately “fail-over” to any one of many
different physical hosts. The security is also substantially heightened, because the database is no
longer stored in a shared environment with other programs or vendors. The database is
segregated in its own space which limits access only to users who need it. (B. Schroeder)

4. Tax Forms Mailing

This marked the eighth year that the Tax Department mailed postcard filing notices to individual
and business taxpayers in lieu of tax forms packages for an approximate annual savings of at
least $10,000.

S. NWOTCA and OML

The department continues its active participation in the Ohio Municipal League Income Tax
Committee and, one of its regional arms, the Northwest Ohio Tax Commissioners Association.
Members of the NWOTCA generally meet bimonthly in the northwest Ohio area to offer training
and interdependent assistance and to discuss tax policies and procedures as well as current and
emerging legislative issues. The NWOTCA also hosts a biannual municipal income tax seminar
for area tax professionals.

The Ohio Municipal League Income Tax Committee is comprised of income tax administrators
from each of the major cities and from several other communities across the State. The
committee functions in a similar fashion as the regional groups, but works directly with the
OML. The focus of this year’s meetings was the municipal income tax reform bill, Substitute
House Bill 5 of the 130th Ohio General Assembly, and the net profit opt-in provisions of
Amended Substitute House Bill 49 of the 132nd Ohio General Assembly, and other Ohio
legislative activities.



6. Equipment Purchases

We purchased an exterior collection box and an HP M608N printer with an envelope feeder and

a 550-sheet tray.

Income Tax Board Activities

No significant activities to report.

Ballot Issues, Ordinances, Federal & State Legislation

1. State of Ohio

No significant activities to report.

1. Collections

2018 Collections

Total 2018 collections were $24,691,595.11. This was an increase of $1,375,380.44
(5.9 percent) over 2017 total collections.

Actual Collections B Withholding Individual Business Total
Actual Collection Amount $18,641,564.72 $2,647,097.01 $3,402,933.38 | $24,691,595.11
Increase or Decrease from Previous Year $854,035.93 $216,156.04 $305,188.47 $1,375,380.44

| Percent Increase or Decrease 4.80% 8.89% 9.85% 5.90% |
Percent of Total Collections 75.498% 10.721% 13.782% | 100.0% |
One Percent Collections Withholding | Individual Business Total
One Percent Collection Amount $18,640,758.46 |  $2,616,552.32 $3,398,954.09 | $24,656,264.87
Increase or Decrease from Previous Year $852,990.58 $214,533.83 $302,227.48 $1,369,751.89
Percent Increase or Decrease 4.795% _ 8.931% 9.76% 5.882%
Percent of Total Collections 75.603% 10.612% 13.785% 100.0% |
Compound Annual Growth Rate Since 1983 4.68% 6.86% 5.67% | 4.96%

| Compound Annual Growth Rate Since 1998 3.67% 4.66% 3.94% 3.7%%

| Compound Annual Growth Rate Since 2004 3.52% 4.82% | 2.44% 3.48%




A. Employer Withholding

Collections in this category are comprised of withholding remittances from Findlay employers
that withhold the tax from their employees who work in the City and from non-Findlay
employers that voluntarily withhold the tax from their employees who live in the City.

B. Individual

Collections in this category are from resident individuals who earn wages from employers that
do not withhold the tax, from resident individuals who earn profits from rental properties or
business operations located anywhere, and from non-resident individuals who earn profits from
rental properties or businesses located in Findlay.

C. Business

Collections in this category are from tax on net profits apportioned to Findlay from C
corporations, S corporations, partnerships, limited liability companies, and trusts that own rental
properties, conduct business, perform services, solicit sales, operate, or maintain offices in
Findlay.
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