
FINDLAY CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

REGULAR SESSION   AUGUST 20, 2019   COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

ROLL CALL of 2018-2019 Councilmembers   

ACCEPTANCE/CHANGES TO PREVIOUS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: 

Acceptance or changes to the August 6, 2019 Regular Session City Council meeting minutes. 

 

ADD-ON/REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL FROM THE AGENDA: none 

PROCLAMATIONS: none 

RECOGNITION/RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS: none 

PETITIONS: none 

 

Blanchard River Watershed Partnership (BRWP) Watershed Coordinator Lauren Sandhu 

The Blanchard River Watershed Partnership (BRWP) is a community-based volunteer 501(c) (3) 

organization that seeks to address problems and concerns that affect the health of the Blanchard River 

Watershed and educate all citizens about the dynamics of the Blanchard River and its tributaries.  The 

BRWP members and Board of Directors include interested citizens, local government agencies, educators, 

representatives of industry and other stakeholders who have come together with one goal in mind:  to 

improve and maintain water quality within the watershed. 

 

One of the main ways to achieve improved water quality is through the development of watershed action 

plans (WAPs).  The BRWP received endorsement for two (2) watershed action plans in 2011 and 2012.  

After the endorsement of these two (2) WPAs, designed to outline the process for restoration activities, 

the BRWP was able to write or assist with grant writing that results in the award of over $8,000,000 in 

funding.  The U.S. EPA now requires that Nine-Element Nonpoint Source Implementation Strategic Plans 

(NPS-IS Plans) be written in place of watershed action plans.  The NPS-IS Plans are written at the sub-

watershed level, which are smaller and more focused areas within the Blanchard River Watershed, as 

opposed to the areas that the WAPs were written for.  With the Blanchard River Watershed, there are 

thirty (30) subwatersheds, which are referred to as HUC-12’s (Hydrologic Unit Codes). 

 

With the new requirement from the U.S. EPA to develop plans that align with the nine-element plans, the 

focus of the BRWP is now on developing NPS-IS plans for individual HUC-12’s in the Blanchard River 

Watershed, An NPS-IS Plan was written for The City of Findlay Riverside Park HUC -12 in 2018 and received 

official approval from the OEPA and U.S. EPA on February 20, 2019.  As a result of the approval of the 

Riverside Park NPS-IS Plan, federal and state nonpoint source funding opportunities can now be pursued 

by the BRWP to complete the projects and objectives outlined in the plan.  The main project outlined in 

the Riverside Park NPS-IS Plan involves the removal of 97,000 cubic yards of sediment from behind 

Riverside Dam and within the Old Reservoir Area, in addition to modification of the dam to allow fish 

passage and provide water level control. 
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Sediment has collected behind the Riverside Dam across the Blanchard River for the last several decades.  

An estimated seventy thousand (70,000) cubic yards (CY) of accumulated sediment covers roughly eleven 

(11) acres of surface area behind the dam.  In addition, there is another estimated twenty-seven thousand 

(27,000) CY of mostly organic debris collected in the roughly four (4) surface acres of the Old Reservoir for 

the City of Findlay on the north side of Riverside Park.  There is a wall or weir that separates the river and 

the reservoir area.  The City of Findlay maintains a backup waiver intake for drinking water in the area.  

The sediment build-up threatens the ability to use this backup site.  Modifications of the Riverside Dam, 

along with the removal of the sediment and debris behind the dam, will re-establish the aquatic habitat 

and recreational use in the area.  In-stream sediment collectors and use of Best Management Practices 

on the surrounding agricultural fields will help prevent the sediment from accumulating again. 

 

The Old Reservoir was an excellent fishing area at one time, but now has an average water depth of only 

three to four feet (3-4 ft).  Two (2) sediment islands have developed in the area as well.  Both of these 

sediment islands are close enough to the shore that kids can wade across the water to them during low 

water and play, creating a potentially dangerous situation. 

 

In 2016, the City of Findlay and the Hancock County Commissioners hired Hull & Associates from Toledo 

to do a Sediment Management Assessment Study of how to best remove the debris and sediment from 

behind Riverside Dam.  The study notes that “the area of the river in the vicinity of the park is impaired 

by sediment accumulation behind the Riverside Dam, which was constructed in the 1800s and within the 

adjacent Old Reservoir Area.  Aquatic habitat has declined as a result, and the ability to navigate canoes 

or kayaks in this area is being hampered by the resulting shallower depth.  Sediment must be dredged 

from behind the Riverside Dam and within the Old Reservoir Area to provide better recreational access to 

the river and improve habitat.” 

 

Ms. Sanhu’s letter seeks formal approval from the City of Findlay and City Council to allow the BRWP to 

pursue this project, officially titled “The Ecological Restoration of the Riverside Dam and Reservoir”.  If 

formal approval of the pursuit of this project is received, the BRWP will begin to seek grants and other 

funding sources to begin the project.  An engineering study will be conducted and the OEPA, ODNR 

Division of Wildlife and Fisheries, U.S. Army Corps, and Hancock County Floodplain Administrator will be 

consulted to ensure proper completion of this project.  They believe addressing the Riverside Park 

impairments will improve both the ecological, recreational and aesthetic value of the historic Riverside 

Park.  The BRWP is requesting authorization to pursue funding and development needed for this project, 

on behalf of the community. 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

Hancock County Public Health Commissioner Karim Baroudi – support of bike/share lanes along the 

Blanchard St/Lincoln St project 

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: none 
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REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS: 

Safety Director Schmelzer – gas aggregation 

In reviewing bids for gas aggregation with the City’s consultant, Independent Energy Consultants, the best 

pricing came from Volunteer Energy.  The contract price will be lower than what the rate has been for the 

past two (2) years.  The aggregation program will function as it has in the past with residents having the 

ability to opt out of the program for no charge at any time.  Notifications will go out in September with 

review and opt out period to follow so the program can be in place in December.  Legislation to renew 

the natural gas aggregation agreement is requested.  Ordinance No. 2019-067 was created. 

  

Human Resources Director Essex – Third Party Administrator 

Ordinance No. 2019-068 and Ordinance No. 2019-070 are on the August 20, 2019 City Council meeting 
agenda to change the City’s Third Party Administrator (TPA) for workers’ compensation to 
CompManagement.  Through the administrative process, it has been determined that a change of 
provider is warranted.  The City of Findlay has chosen CompManagement as the best company to provide 
its TPA services.  They offer opportunities to improve the City’s options for management of workers’ 
compensation.  City administration is confident that switching to CompManagement will increase 
efficiency, technological capabilities and value received for the cost to the City. 
 
TPAs provides pertinent information needed for day to day administration of the City’s workers’ 
compensation to include claims management, hearing representation, evaluating Bureau of Workers’ 
Compensation rates and invoices, educational opportunities and safety assistance.   
 
Ordinance No. 2019-068 authorizes the Mayor to enter into an agreement with CompManagement as the 
City’s TPA for management of their workers’ compensation.  Ordinance No. 2019-070 is to appropriate 
four thousand nine hundred five dollars ($4,905.00) for CompManagement’s annual fee.  Ordinance Nos. 
2019-068 and 2019-070 were created. 
 

Findlay Municipal Court Activities Report – July 2019. 

 

Findlay Police Department Activities Report – July 2019. 

 

Findlay Fire Department Activities Report – July 2019. 

 

City Auditor Staschiak – summary financial reports 
A set of summary financial reports for the prior month follows including: 

 Summary of Year-To-Date Information as of July 31, 2019 

 Open Projects Report as of July 31, 2019 

 Cash & Investments as of July 31, 2019 

 Financial Snapshot for General Fund as of July 31, 2019 
 

Board of Zoning Appeals minutes –July 18, 2019. 
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Mayor Muryn – discontinuation of estimated tax waiver 

Since 2009, the City of Findlay has utilized the practice of waiving estimated payments as set forth in 

accordance with the Codified Ordinance of the City of Findlay 194.07(F)(1), Ordinance No. 2015-101, and 

Resolution No. 036-2009.  The purpose of this practice was to limit refunds, decrease the number of 

excessive overpayments, and stabilize the overall revenue of the City.  Despite the effectiveness of 

stabilizing city revenue, there continues to be a negative perception of this practice.  It is clear that we 

have not effectively communicated its value or the consistent application of the process across all eligible 

entities.  Mayor Muryn has been working the Auditor Staschiak over the previous few weeks with the 

intention of continuing the process of waiving estimated income tax payments in a more structured 

fashion, however, throughout the process it has become clear that to implement a process that meets the 

standards of the community, it would cause an extensive administrative burden.  This, coupled with the 

fact that the City now has an appropriate financial reserve to cover any unexpected refunds and has a two 

(2) year budgeting process and clear mechanisms for managing variances in revenues, the City will not be 

greatly hindered by the discontinuation of this practice.  After great examination of the existing practice, 

lengthy discussion with the Income Tax Administrator and in light of the City’s current strong financial 

position, the Income Tax Administrator has been instructed to disregard Resolution No. 036-2009 and 

related subparagraph 194.07 (F)(1) of the Codified Ordinances.  This recommendation was shared at the 

August 7, 2019 Income Tax Board meeting with the following approved motions: 

1) Motion to recommend to City Council that the City of Findlay no longer waive estimated 

payments, recommend that City Council change language of windfall provision in Ordinance 

193.12(c) to read “Any time more income than anticipated is received in the General Fund in any 

given calendar year, Council may, on its own motion, transfer a lump sum from the General Fund 

to the General Capital Improvement Fund.”, and recommend that City Council add language to 

the Ordinance to not allow the Income Tax Administrator to waive estimated tax payments prior 

to a formal adoption of a policy by the Income Tax Board. 

2) Motion that Taxpayers not currently in the estimated tax waiver program will not be allowed into 

the program and Taxpayers currently in the estimated tax waiver program will be responsible to 

begin making estimated payments for Tax Year 2020. 

Additionally, per recommendation of the Income Tax Administrator we will be administratively requesting 

that Taxpayers currently waiving estimated tax payments make the appropriate extension payments by 

April 15th, 2020 for tax 2019.  In the coming weeks, our Tax Department will be in contact with the affected 

taxpayers and communicate a process to begin making estimated payments for tax year 2020.  By the 

reports my administration submits to City Council each month, we will continue to closely monitor the 

City’s revenue and business tax variances closely to ensure the City does not repeat the mistakes that 

brought about the need for this practice in 2009. 

Finally, related to this change, I am also recommending the following changes to further insulate the City 

of Findlay from future revenue fluctuations and provide further flexibility in managing the financial health 

of the City of Findlay: 
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1) REFUND BUDGET:  increase the annual refund budget as part of the annual budget review. 

 

2) MODIFY COF 193.12:  the windfall provision cannot remain in place as we transition back to 

estimate payments.  Further, the focus on fiscal responsibility and capital funding has made this 

practice unnecessary.  (Addressed by ITB at meeting) 

 

RECOMMEND:  193.12(c) Read as “Any time more income than anticipated is received in the 

General Fund in any given calendar year, Council may, on its own motion, transfer a lump sum 

from the General Fund in any given calendar year, Council, may, on its own motion, transfer a 

lump sum from the General Fund to the General Capital Improvement Fund.” 

 

3) ONE TIME NOTIFICATION:  Notify all Taxpayers currently carrying a credit balance of $20 or 

greater, of said balance, on or about February 17, 2020. 

 

4) REGULAR NOTIFICATION:  Notify all Taxpayers with a carryforward credit balance of $10,000 or 

greater, of said balance, on or about February 17 each year. 

 

Treasurer’s Reconciliation Report – July 2019. 

 

Traffic Commission minutes – July 15, 2019. 
 

 
 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to review the proposed zoning 

map revisions.  We recommend further discussion to take place at future meeting(s). 

 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from David Rader and Brian 

Rader to rezone 726 South Blanchard Street from C1 Local Commercial District to R4 Duplex/Triplex. 

We recommend to approve as requested.  Ordinance No. 2019-069 was created. 

 

A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE meeting was held on Tuesday, August 13, 2019 to discuss the City’s mid-

year review. 
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LEGISLATION: 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 020-2019 (DFID – renewal petition) requires three (3) readings 

second reading 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO PROVIDE ENHANCED PUBLIC SERVICES IN THE DOWNTOWN 

FINDLAY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 021-2019 (no PO) requires three (3) readings 

first reading 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXPENDITURES MADE BY THE AUDITORS OFFICE ON THE ATTACHED LIST 
OF VOUCHERS WHICH EITHER EXCEED THE PURCHASE ORDER OR WERE INCURRED WITHOUT A PURCHASE 
ORDER EXCEEDING THE STATUTORY LIMIT OF THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3000.00) ALL IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH OHIO REVISED CODE 5705.41(D). 
 

 

ORDINANCES:  

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-051 (Utility Billing software) requires three (3) readings               

third reading – tabled after third reading on 8/6/19 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO 

ENTER INTO A CONTRACT OR CONTRACTS WITH MUNI-LINK FOR THE UPDATING OF THE CITY OF 

FINDLAY’S UTILITY BILLING DEPARTMENT’S SOFTWARE, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-052 (E. Bigelow Avenue Waterline Replacement Project) requires three (3) readings 

third reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-053 (Capital Improvement Appropriation for June Allocation) requires three (3) readings 

third reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-056 (DIFD postage costs) requires three (3) readings 

second reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-057 (DFID - certify assessments) requires three (3) readings 

second reading 
AN ORDINANCE DETERMINING TO PROCEED WITH THE PROVISION OF THE ENHANCED PUBLIC SERVICES 

IN THE DOWNTOWN FINDLAY SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019-058 (AEP easements) requires three readings 

second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO EXECUTE EASEMENT 
AGREEMENTS PER LOCATION WITH AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER FOR THE RELOCATION OF 
TRANSMISSION LINES LOCATED ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY, IN ORDER TO ACCOMMODATE THE 
MAUMEE WATERSHED PROJECT TO ENABLE LEGAL ACCES FOR MAINTENANCE PURPOSES, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-060 (2019 Annual Manhole Adjustment Program) requires three (3) readings 

second reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-061 (2019 Annual Sewer Televising) requires three (3) readings 

second reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-064 requires three (3) readings 

 (MWCD/ODNR state funding for continued flood mitigation efforts)  

second reading 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE MAUMEE WATERSHED CONSERVANCY DISTRICT AND THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES FOR THE CONTINUATION OF FLOOD MITIGATION EFFORTS, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-065 (safety upgrades to Police cruisers) requires three (3) readings 

second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO 

WAIVE FORMAL ADVERTISING AND BIDDING REQUIREMENTS, AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT OR 

CONTRACTS WITH D.R. EBEL, FOR THE MANADTORY SAFETY EQUIPMENT UPGRADES TO THE CITY OF 

FINDLAY POLICE DEPARTMENT’S NEW CRUISERS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-066 (Bricker & Eckler LLP invoice) requires three (3) readings 

second reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-067 (gas aggregation) requires three (3) readings 

first reading 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO SUPPORT THE CONTINUATION OF A 
GOVERNMENTAL NATURAL GAS AGGREGATION PROGRAM WITH OPT-OUT PROVISIONS PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 4929.26, OHIO REVISED CODE, DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A SUPPLY AGREEEMENT 
AMENDMENT WITH VOLUNTEER ENERGY SERVICES, INC. TO CONTINUE A NATURAL GAS AGGREGATION 
PROGRAM BEYOND NOVEMBER 2019 WHEN THE CURRENT SUPPLY AGREEMENT ENDS, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019-068 (TPA agreement) requires three (3) readings 
first reading 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO CONTRACT WITH 

COMPMANAGEMENT AS THE THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR (TPA) FOR THE CITY OF FINDLAY’S 

HEALTHCARE PLAN, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-069 (726 S Blanchard St rezone) requires three (3) readings 

first reading 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1100 ET SEQ OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

FINDLAY, OHIO, KNOWN AS THE ZONING CODE BY REZONING THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY 

(REFERRED TO AS 726 S BLANCHARD STREET REZONE) WHICH PREVIOUSLY WAS ZONED “C1 LOCAL 

COMMERCIAL” TO R4 DUPLEX/TRIPLEX. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-070 (TPA appropriation) requires three (3) readings 
first reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 














































































































