
 

 
TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

Monday, May 21, 2018  2:30 p.m.  
Municipal Building, Third Floor Conference Room 

 

Agenda 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1.  Request of Tom DeMuth, City of Findlay Traffic Signal Supervisor, to review the crosswalk signalization across 

Lima Avenue at Cooper Tire & Rubber Company leading from their corporate offices to their parking lot due to 
ailing equipment needing repaired or replaced. 
 
4/16/2018 
DeMuth stated that the traffic signal equipment at Cooper Tire was installed in 1993.  The hardware is wearing out and it is outdated equipment.  
In lieu of spending money to update the light, DeMuth suggested that it be converted to a regular crosswalk like West Main Cross Street.  
Schmelzer stated that an RFB similar to West Main Cross Street is no longer recognized under the Uniform Traffic Code.  DeMuth stated that if it 
is not a federal or state highway, should be able to use the RFB.  Not a traffic control device just an enhancement.  Option A is to just stripe a 
sign the crosswalk.  Option B is to install a HAWK device or overhead light.  Option C is to replace the existing.  Schmelzer stated the cost of this 
type of device is born by the entity that needs it.  Cooper Tire needs to pay for a HAWK system or traffic signal or we will put back to a crosswalk. 
 DeMuth stated that they will not be happy with a HAWK system.  Schmelzer stated that he will talk with Cooper Tire about cost of traffic signal 
after DeMuth gets actual costs. 

 
2.  Request of Michael Chiarelli, Kan Du Group located at 17728 County Road 99, Findlay, for a traffic signal facing 

north at Speedway Drive to allow motorists to safely be able to turn left (east) from their facility as well as 
Flashover Sports. 
 
4/16/2018 
Chiarelli stated that the Kan Du Group is the former Blanchard Valley Industries and moved to a County Road 99 location.  It serves 
adults with disabilities.  There will be 45-50 adults on location at a time.  There is a concern of the safety of turning left out of the drive 
onto CR 99.  A traffic signal would allow a safer turn.  The entrance to the facility will be moved to line up with the existing traffic signal. 
Schmelzer stated that usually the organization requesting an additional traffic signal would be responsible for the cost to purchase and 
install the signal.  There may be grants or government funds available to cover the cost.  Having a traffic signal there may spark 
additional development.  Cost to install a new signal would be approximately $15,000 if have to purchase all equipment.  Schmelzer 
stated that if the owner moves the drive the City would pay for the signal.  Chiarelli stated that the owner is aware that they would have to 
move the entrance.  
Motion to table request pending further discussion regarding combining the driveways, by Director Schmelzer, second by Councilman 
Slough.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 
3.  Review of the intersection of Osborn Avenue and East Main Cross Street for a safer intersection. 

 
04/16/2018 
Thomas stated that he had traffic counts taken and aerial footage taken of this intersection.  Traffic count does not warrant a traffic signal 
or four way stop.  Eastbound and westbound traffic have to move past stop bars to see into intersection to safely pass.  Schmelzer stated 
that the issue is not going away.  Should put up a four way stop at this intersection.  DeMuth stated that we should install a solar operated 
flashing stop sign. 
Motion to make the intersection of Osborn Avenue and East Main Cross Street a four way stop with “Stop Ahead” signs for southbound 
traffic and recommend a schematic be put together for examination by the Traffic Commission, by Director Schmelzer, second by 
Councilman Slough.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1.  Request of Matthew Frisk, 521 Edith Avenue, to make Bolton one way northbound from Edith to Rector Avenue. 

 
2.  Request of Tim Karcher, 230 Oakland Avenue, to place two 25 MPH signs on Oakland Avenue; one at Main 

Street heading east and one at Park Street heading west. 
 

3.  Request of Chris Strzempka, 203 East Lima Street, to make the intersection of East Lima Street and Beech Street 
a three-way stop. 

 
4.  Request of Brian Thomas, Service Director/Acting City Engineer, to make Blanchard Street two lanes, one lane in 

each direction with a continuous left turn lane, and two bike lanes, one in each direction. 
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Kathy Launder

From: fridge17 <fridge17@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2018 4:37 PM
To: Kathy Launder
Subject: Traffic Commission Request
Attachments: 20180419_182031_resized.jpg; 20180419_182011_resized.jpg; 20180419_181958_resized.jpg

Security Checkpoint: External Email! Do not click on links or open attachments unless you trust the source and 
know the content is safe.  

Good Afternoon, 
 
I am writing a request to have the traffic pattern looked at along my property. I live at 521 Edith Ave. and live on 
the corner of Edith and Bolton.  I have an issue with traffic coming into my yard along Bolton. For a while now, 
when two cars cross each other by my property the road is narrow to the point where they have come into my 
property slightly and over time has rutted it. Across from my property on Bolton is the Dalzell ditch that has been 
recently cleaned. When improving the ditch, a guardrail has been put up to make sure traffic does not go into the 
ditch. While I am happy with this improvement, this has made traffic inch even farther onto my property and with 
recently wet conditions, this has made the rutting  worse. North of Edith, from Edith to Melrose, Bolton is one way 
going south to north, and this part of the road is as wide as the road south of Edith, yet is two way traffic. This road 
stays narrow the length of the ditch until the ditch turns west at Prentiss Ave. and then widens out. I would like to 
request that Bolton become a one way street at least the length of the ditch along Bolton and maybe even farther as 
seen fit, maybe to the 4 way stop at Rector Ave. Attached you will find 3 pictures that show how the issue has 
progressed further onto my property. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Matthew Frisk 
 
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone. 
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April 27, 2018 
 
 
 
Request to place two 25 MPH speed limit signs on Oakland Avenue; one at Main Street heading 
east and one at Park Street heading west.  Employees from a business at the corner of Park Street 
and Oakland Avenue speed down the street after work.  There are a lot of young families that 
live on this street.   
 
Tim Karcher 
230 Oakland Avenue 
Findlay, OH  45840 
567-525-4391 
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Kathy Launder

From: Strzempka, Christopher <Christopher.Strzempka@aptim.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2018 10:37 AM
To: Kathy Launder
Cc: cstrzempka9@aol.com
Subject: Request for 3-way stop sign placement:  East Lima and Beech Streets 

Security Checkpoint: External Email! Do not click on links or open attachments unless you trust the source and 
know the content is safe.  

Attn:  City of Findlay Traffic Commission 
 
Dear Madam/Sir, 
 
This letter is written to request installation of a 3‐way stop sign at the intersection of East Lima Street and Beech Street.  I 
am requesting this out of future concerns for the safety of pedestrians and private property in the first 3 blocks of East Lima.
 
I have been a resident in the same house on East Lima Street for almost 26 years.  In 1992/1993, the referenced intersection 
did contain a 3‐way stop sign, but shortly thereafter the 3‐way stop was removed.  I was told by the city that it was removed 
because East Lima was chosen as an alternate by‐pass around downtown.  Now with the plans for slowed traffic flows on 
Main Street (i.e. mid‐block pedestrian crosswalks), I have concerns that drivers purposely will use East Lima Street more 
frequently.  I feel reinstalling the 3‐way stop sign will slow traffic, thus reducing flow, noise, traffic speeds, possibly deter 
drivers from using it as a cut‐through, and ultimately the safety of the residents. 
 
The following are first hand experiences I have had with traffic on East Lima Street: 
 

 Heavy traffic flows during morning and evening rush hours, including speeders. 

 Increased vehicle speeds especially when drivers race up to the green light on Main. 

 Elementary age children walk to/from school on East Lima. 

 YMCA walks there pre‐school groups on East Lima for exercise. 

 Vehicle accidents – most recently May 8th, where my parked neighbor’s car was rear ended and it ended up in my 
front yard potentially killing a 40 year old tree 

 Hit and run accidents to my vehicles parked on the street – 3 total 

 Hit and run accidents to neighbors vehicles – at least 3 recent one that I know of 
 
I appreciate your favorable review of this request and look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christopher Strzempka 
Cell:    +1 567 208 9069 
christopher.strzempka@aptim.com 
 
205 East Lima Street 
Findlay, OH 45840 
USA 
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Kathy Launder

From: Brian Thomas
Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2018 2:59 PM
To: Kathy Launder
Subject: Traffic Commission Item

Kathy: 
 
Engineer had requested Letter of Interest from Consulting firms that were interested in providing engineering services for the 
Blanchard Street & Lincoln Street Bike Lane/Shared Lanes TAP Project.  We received information from eight (8) consulting firms 
and four (4) of those mentioned the option of conducting a road diet on Blanchard Street.  The existing Blanchard Street has 2 
lanes in each direction.  With the road diet option, the road would be restriped so that there would be one lane in each direction 
with a double left turn lane in the middle.  This would leave enough room between the existing curbs that a separate bike lane 
could be added along with allowing for left turn lanes to be added to the intersections (from Blanchard onto the side streets) 
without the need to acquire additional right‐of‐way.   
 
The consultant has been selected for the project and they are working on a price proposal but I need traffic commission to offer 
guidance on if the road diet option should be part of the project or not.  I have given you the pages from the Letters of Interest 
from the 4 firms and have highlighted the areas where they talk about the road diet option.  Please include this on the traffic 
commission agenda for the next meeting. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Brian A. Thomas, PE, PS, CPESC, CFM 

Director of Public Service/Acting City Engineer 
City of Findlay 
318 Dorney Plaza, Room 304 
Findlay, Ohio  45840 
Phone: 419.424.7121 
 
*Nothing in these comments is to be construed as authorizing extra work for which additional compensation may be claimed 
without prior approval. 
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