
FINDLAY CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
  

REGULAR SESSION                      October 2, 2018                      COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
ROLL CALL of 2018-2019 Councilmembers 

 

ACCEPTANCE/CHANGES TO PREVIOUS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: 
 Acceptance or changes to the September 18, 2018 Public Hearing to rezone 716 Franklin Street via Ordinance No. 2018-082. 

 Acceptance or changes to the September 18, 2018 Public Hearing to rezone 310 Frazer Street via Ordinance No. 2018-083. 

 Acceptance or changes to the September 18, 2018 Regular Session City Council meeting minutes.   
 

ADD-ON/REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL FROM THE AGENDA: – none. 

PROCLAMATIONS: - none. 

RECOGNITION/RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS: - none. 

PETITIONS:  - none. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: - none. 

 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:  
Judge Hackenberg/Judge Miller – Issue 1 
 
 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS: 
Director of Public Service Thomas – annual Community Park Improvement Program Grant 
The City of Findlay Public Works Department is applying for the annual Community Park Improvement Program Grant through the Hancock 
Park District.  Six thousand dollars ($6,000) is requested for restroom restoration and to replace several grills within the City parks system.  
The restroom is near the newly built Pickleball Courts at Riverside Park.  The restoration work includes:  concrete repair, replacement of all 
sinks, toilets, stalls, flooring and lighting in both men’s and women’s restrooms.  The Public Works Department will be performing all the labor 
on the project.  There is an alternate request of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for tree replacement in several City parks.  The Hancock Parks 
grant is offered each year to communities within Hancock County to improve their park systems.  This grant is then divided among the 
communities that request the available funds.  These funds are at no cost to the community and do not require matching funds.  The City has 
completed many projects in our parks using these grant dollars.  One of the requirements of the grant is to obtain project approval during a 
public meeting from its governing body.  Legislation authorizing the Director of Public Service to apply for grant funds is requested.  Ordinance 
No. 2018-098 was created. 
 
 
 
Service Director/Acting City Engineer Thomas – 2018 annual sewer & manhole lining program project no. 35680200 
By authorization of Ordinance No. 2018-019, a bid opening was held for this project on September 21, 2018.  Bids were received from three 
(3) potential contractors with bid amounts ranging from #320,986.00 to $322,582.50.  Bids were also received for five (5) alternates ranging 
from $48,519.00 to $53,044.85.  The lowest and best bid was received from Inland Waters Pollution Control, Inc. of Detroit, MI.  This project is 
included in the 2018 Capital Improvement Plan and the total project estimate is within the budgeted amount.  $20,000 was previously 
appropriated to this project for design and startup.  At this time, an appropriation for construction, inspection and contingency is needed to 
complete the project.  Legislation to appropriate funds is requested.  Ordinance No. 2018-099 was created. 
 FROM: Sewer Fund        $ 365,900.00 
 TO: 2018 Annual Sewer & Manhole Lining Program Project No. 35680200    $ 365,900.00 
 
 
 
Service Director/Acting City Engineer Thomas – WTP underground utility capacity increase project no. 35776100 
By authorization of Ordinance No. 2017-006, a bid opening was held for this project on September 13, 2018.  Bids were received from six (6) 
potential contractors with bid amounts ranging from $79,499.00 to $98,690.00.  The lowest and best bid was received from Brenneman 
Excavating of Elida, Ohio.  This project is included in the 2018 Capital Improvements Plan and the total project estimate is within the budgeted 
amount.  $20,000 was previously appropriated to this project for design and startup.  At this time, an appropriation for construction, inspection 
and contingency is needed to complete the project.  Legislation to appropriate funds is requested.  Ordinance No. 2018-100 was created. 
 FROM: Water Fund        $ 80,000.00 
 TO: WTP Underground Capacity Increase Project No. 35776100     $ 80,000.00 
 
 
 
Service Director/Acting City Engineer Thomas – Park Street rehabilitation project no. 32875900 
This project is now complete.  During construction, additional costs were incurred due to extra undercutting to correct soft spots in the roadway 
and unplanned catch basin work because of the poor condition of existing structures.  $20,000 and $238,000 were previously appropriated to 
this project for design, startup, and construction.  At this time, an additional $20,217.46 is now needed to cover these increased costs.  
Legislation to appropriate and transfer funds is requested.  Ordinance No. 2018-101 was created. 
 FROM: CIT Fund – Capital Improvement Restricted Account    $ 15,117.46 
 FROM: Sewer Fund – Stormwater Restricted Account     $   5,100.00 
 TO: Park Street Rehabilitation Project No. 32875900      $ 20,217.46 
 
 
 
City Planning Commission agenda – October 11, 2018; minutes – September 13, 2018.  
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Service Director/Acting City Engineer Thomas – ODOT Aviation Grant Airport Beacon and Windsock, Project No 35284600 
The City of Findlay was awarded the ODOT Aviation Grant to replace the damaged beacon and move the existing windsock at the airport.  
Due to the tight timeframe with the grant, engineering on the project needs to start as soon as possible.  There are funds available in the 
Airport’s operating budget to cover the design fees.  Legislation to transfer funds is requested.  Resolution No. 023-2018 was created. 
 FROM: Airport Operations #25010000-other      $ 23,000.00 
 TO: ODOT Aviation Grant Airport Beacon and Windsock Project No. 35284600   $ 23,000.00 
 
 
 
Service Director/Acting City Engineer Thomas – aviation fuel 
The average cost per gallon for aviation fuel for 2018 was $.16 per gallon more than what was budgeted for.  The sale of aviation fuel has 
been strong this year and the year to date volume sold is up thirteen percent (13%).  While the increase in sales is good for operations, when 
combined with the increased cost, a shortfall in the budgeted amount is projected for the fuel loads that will need to be purchased through the 
end of 2018.  Legislation to appropriate and transfer funds is requested.  Ordinance No. 2018-102 was created. 
 FROM: General Fund        $75,000.00 

TO: Airport Fund         $ 75,000.00 
FROM: Airport Fund        $ 75,000.00 

 TO: Airport Operations #25010000-other       $ 75,000.00 
 
 
 
Service Director/Acting City Engineer Thomas – ODOT Safety Grant for Blanchard Street/Lincoln Street project 
The selected design consultant for this project mentioned the possibility of applying for a safety grant with the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) for Blanchard Street.  The Consultant prepared a corridor and safety study for Blanchard Street from Tiffin Avenue to 
Sixth Street.  The purpose of the study was to determine if any operational or safety deficiencies exist and what improvements are necessary 
to correct any deficiencies identified.  Based upon the results from the corridor and safety study, the City would be able to apply for a safety 
fund grant from the ODOT.  Based upon the findings, the recommended amount for the grant is $2,750,000.  The preliminary total estimated 
construction cost for the multi-use trail on Lincoln Street and all of the work on Blanchard Street is $4,659,388.  The City has already been 
granted a TAP grant for $1,200,000 and if awarded, the safety grant would be $2,750,000.  The City’s share of the construction costs would be 
the remaining $709,388 or just over fifteen percent (15%) of the total estimated construction cost of the project.  Attached are highlights from 
the corridor and safety study.  Legislation in support of the submittal of a safety funding application to ODOT for the Blanchard Street project 
PID 104247 is requested.   Resolution No. 024-2018 was created. 
 
 
 
Service Director/Acting City Engineer Thomas – Ohio Public Works Commission grant application Howard Street waterline replacement 
Engineering is preparing to submit a grant application for funding from the Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC).  The application will cover 
the replacement of an old transit waterline on Howard Street from Broad Avenue to Wal-Mart, and the replacement of a four inch (4”) waterline 
with a twelve inch (12”) waterline from Main Street to Morey Street.  Legislation authorizing City representatives to execute the necessary 
grant application(s) and/or agreement(s) to receive the grant funds is requested.  Ordinance No. 2018-103 was created. 
 
 
 
Judge Miller/Judge Hackenberg – Municipal Court credit card policy 
Recently, the Ohio General Assembly passed H.B. 312 to establish additional safeguards concerning governmental use of credit cards.  This 
legislation instituted Section 717.31 of the Revised Code relating to municipal corporations that utilize credit cards.  This legislation is effective 
on November 2, 2018 and affords cities ninety (90) days to adopt a written policy on the use of credit card accounts.  As a result of this 
legislation, the Judges of the Findlay Municipal Court have determined it best to also develop a credit card policy specifically for the Court.  A 
copy of the Court’s policy and related documents are attached.  Findlay City Council is considering legislating a policy for the use of credit 
cards by City officials and employees.  The City’s desire is to implement a policy that will cover all City offices.  The Court is not a City office or 

department.  A municipal court is an arm of the State of Ohio and ultimately answers to the Supreme Court of Ohio.  Ohio Cons. Art. 4, §4(A) 

and §5 (the Supreme Court has “general superintendence over all courts in the state . . . [which is] exercised by the Chief Justice in 
accordance with rules promulgated by the Supreme Court.”).  Simply stated, the Court is a separate, independent and equal branch of 

government.  Ohio Cons. Art. 4, §1.  The Court acknowledges that the City of Findlay is a funding authority for the Findlay Municipal Court 
(along with Hancock County), however, counties and municipalities are creatures of statute and have only those powers expressly conferred 
by statute.  As a matter of law, the City is not the operator of the Court, its Judges, or its employees, but rather the Court’s appointees serve 
exclusively at the discretion and pleasure of the Judges, and the Court has autonomy over its fiscal policies.  The “administration of justice by 
the judicial branch of the government cannot be impeded by the other branches of the government in the exercise of their respective powers.”  
State ex rel. Johnston v. Taulbee, 66 Ohio St.2d 417 (1981).  Further, a Court’s authority to effectuate the orderly and efficient administration 
of justice without monetary or procedural limitations by the legislature is said to be within the inherent powers of the courts.  State, ex rel. 
Johnston, v. Taulbee, 66 Ohio St.2d 417, at 420-422 (1981).  The Ohio Supreme Court has held:  “We recognize that the power to control 
what a court spends, or to totally regulate the process of obtaining funds, ultimately becomes the power to control what the court does.  Such 
a principle is an anathema to an independent judiciary.” State, ex rel. Musser, v. Massillon, 12 Ohio St.3d 42 (1984); State, ex rel. Durkin, v. 
Youngstown City Council, 9 Ohio St. 3d 132, 134-135 (1984).  The determination of necessary administrative expenses rests solely with the 
court, and another branch of government may not substitute its judgment for that of the court.  See generally State ex rel. Foster v. Lucas Cty. 
Bd. Of Commrs., 16 Ohio St.2d 89, 242 N.E.2d 884 (1968).  The purpose of this letter is to inform Council that the Court will be utilizing a 
Credit Card Policy adopted by the Municipal Court Judges.  Please be aware the Court’s Credit Card Policy was designed to comply with H.B. 
312 even though the statute, by its own express terms, does not apply to the Court.  In addition, the Court’s policy adopts the Ten Best 
Practices as described by the State Auditor.  Also, the policy duplicates much of the City’s current policy and practices.  This policy was 
previously submitted to the City Law Director and City Auditor for any suggestions prior to its implementation.  Judge Miller and Judge 
Hackenberg are willing to meet with City officials to discuss matters of mutual concern.  H.B. 312 affords Council ample time before a final 
policy must be adopted and allows other elected officials and department heads to work collaboratively so uniformity in policies can be 
achieved. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
The APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from the Service Director/Acting City Engineer to discuss the 
purchase of a vactor truck for hydro excavating to replace the Water Distribution Department’s existing trailer vactor. 
   
 FROM:   Vincent Street Waterline Replacement Project No. 35774000    $ 79,000.00 
 TO:    Water Distribution #25053000-other              $ 79,000.00 
We recommend approval of transfer as requested. 
Resolution No. 019-2018 was tabled after the 3rd reading during the 9/18/18 City Council meeting. 
 
 
 
The APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from the Service Director/Acting City Engineer to discuss CUBE 
Department code updates, project no. 31984100. 
   
 FROM:   CIT Fund – Capital Improvement Restricted Account              $ 595,000.00 
 TO:     2018 CUBE Code Updates Project No. 31984100          $ 595,000.00 
We recommend appropriate funds as requested. 
Ordinance No. 2018-091 received it’s 2nd reading during the 9/18/18 City Council meeting. 
 
 
 
The APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from the Service Director/Acting City Engineer to discuss 
the 2019 CIT Fund. 
We discussed the 2019 CIT Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGISLATION: 
RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION NO. 019-2018 (Water Distribution vactor truck) requires three (3) readings     tabled after third reading on 9/18/18 
A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING FUNDS WITHIN APPROPRIATED FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 021-2018 (mid-year budget transfer) requires three (3) readings               third reading 
A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING FUNDS WITHIN APPROPRIATED FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 022-2018 (over PO amount) requires one (1) reading                 first reading 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXPENDITURES MADE BY THE AUDITORS OFFICE ON THE ATTACHED LIST OF VOUCHERS 
WHICH EITHER EXCEED THE PURCHASE ORDER OR WERE INCURRED WITHOUT A PURCHASE ORDER EXCEEDING THE 
STATUTORY LIMIT OF THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3000.00) ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH OHIO REVISED CODE 5705.41(D). 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 023-2018 (ODOT aviation grant Airport beacon and windsock) requires three (3) readings              first reading 
A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING FUNDS WITHIN APPROPRIATED FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 024-2018 (ODOT safety grant funds for Blanchard Street/Lincoln St) requires three (3) readings             first reading 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE SUBMITTAL OF A SAFETY FUNDING APPLICATION WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR A MULTI-USE TRAIL ON LINCOLN STREET, AND VARIOUS UPGRADES TO BLANCHARD STREET WITHIN 
THE CITY OF FINDLAY LIMITS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 

 

ORDINANCES 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-068 (Zoning personnel enforcement rights in right-of-way) requires three (3) readings      tabled after third reading on 8/7/18 
AN ORDINANCE ENABLING THE CITY OF FINDLAY ZONING DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL ENFORCEMENT RIGHTS WITHIN RIGHT-
OF-WAY AREAS WITHIN CITY LIMITS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-090 (Airport jet refueling truck) requires three (3) readings                                   third reading 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO WAIVE FORMAL ADVERTISING AND 
BIDDING REQUIREMENTS AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH SKYMARK FOR THE PURCHASE OF A REPLACEMENT JET 
REFUELING TRUCK FOR THE CITY OF FINDLAY AIRPORT, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-091 (2018 Cube Code Updates, project no. 31984100) requires three (3) readings                                 third reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2018-092 (parking in right-of-way) requires three (3) readings               third reading 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 351.03(a)(21) OF CHAPTER 351 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, 
OHIO. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-093 (mid-year budget appropriations) requires three (3) readings              third reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-094 (High Street Sewer Replacement) requires three (3) readings              third reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-097 (credit card policy) requires three (3) readings           second reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE BANK CREDIT CARD POLICY ATTACHED HERETO AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS EXHIBIT A.   
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-098 (HPD annual Community Park Improvement Program grant) requires three (3) readings             first reading 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO APPLY FOR A 
COMMUNITY PARK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT THROUGH THE HANCOCK PARK DISTRICT FOR RESTROOM RESTORATION 
AND REPLACEMENT OF OUTDOOR GRILLS WITHIN THE CITY PARK SYSTEM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-099 (2018 annual sewer & manhole lining program project no. 35680200) requires three (3) readings            first reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-100 (WTP underground utility capacity increase project no. 35776100) requires three (3) readings             first reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-101 (Park Street rehabilitation project no. 32875900) requires three (3) readings              first reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFER FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-102 (aviation fuel) requires three (3) readings                 first reading 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFER FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-103 (OPWC grant application – Howard St waterline replacement) requires three (3) readings             first reading 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND/OR SERVICE DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO EXECUTE THE 
NECESSARY GRANT APPLICATION(S) AND/OR AGREEMENT(S) TO RECEIVE GRANT FUNDS FROM THE OHIO PUBLIC WORKS 
COMMISSION (OPWC) FOR THE HOWARD STREET WATERLINE REPLACEMENT PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-104 (bicycle ordinance) requires three (3) readings                  first reading 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 373.11 AND REPEALING SECTION 373.13 OF CHAPTER 373 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO. 
 
 
 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
OLD BUSINESS 
NEW BUSINESS 






























































































































