
FINDLAY CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

REGULAR SESSION   JULY 18, 2023   COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

ROLL CALL of 2022-2023 Councilmembers   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

ACCEPTANCE/CHANGES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES/CITY COUNCIL MINUTES: 

Acceptance of the July 5, 2023 Regular Session City Council meeting minutes. 

 

ADD-ON/REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL FROM THE AGENDA: none 

PROCLAMATION:  none 

RECOGNITION/RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS: none 

 

PETITIONS:  

Status of CR 220 annexation (parcel nos. 020001006785 and 020001013263) 

On July 7, 2023, annexation documents for the CR 220 annexation were received from the County Commissioners Office and will now be held in 

the office of the City Clerk the required 60 days ending September 29, 2022.  Laura Comek, Laura M. Comek Law LLC., is the agent for the petitioner 

and will be submitting a letter requesting what the property will be zoned as.  This annexation will be referred to as the Cr 220 (parcel nos. 

020001006785 AND 020001013263) Annexation.  Resolution Nos. 008-2023 (64.941 acres of land) and 009-2023 (73.077 acres of land) for the 

services the City will provide if annexed into City limits were adopted during the March 21, 2023 City Council meeting.  The City Planning 

Commission and the Planning and Zoning Committee will discuss the rezoning request during their September 14, 2023 meetings.  Legislation to 

accept and approve the annexation, as well as zone the parcels will be on the Regular Session City Council meeting agenda to receive its first 

reading after City Council accepts the September 14, 2023 PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE report.  Annexation documents will be on hold in 

the City Clerk’s Office until September 7, 2023.  Filed. 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: none 

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:  

Email from Cathy Weygandt – art idea for Findlay 

Email form Lee Weygandt – Riverfront park 

Email from Willard Camm – water bill 

 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS: 

Findlay Police Department Activities Report – June 2023. 

 

City Income Tax Monthly Collection Report – June 2023. 

 

Officer/Shareholders Disclosure Form from the Ohio Department of Commerce Division of Liquor Control for Tot’s BBQ LLC dba Tot’s BBQ, 

located at 331 South Main Street, Findlay, Ohio for a D5 liquor permit.  This requires a vote of Council.  

James H. Mathias, Chief of Police – Tot’s BBQ LLC dba Tot’s BBQ, located at 331 South Main Street, Findlay, Ohio.  A check of the records shows 

no current criminal record on the following: 

Cheyenne D. Dowds 

 

Precipitation and Reservoir levels report – second (2nd) quarter April-June 2022.   

 

Findlay Fire Department Activities Report – June 2023. 

 

City Planning Commission minutes – June 15, 2023; staff report –  July 13, 2023. 

 

City Auditor Staschiak – Revenue Estimates for fiscal year 2024 

Ohio clearly defines a budgetary process that includes the requirement that municipalities prepare an annual tax budget by July 20th.  The County Budget 

Commission has not required the filing of a complete tax budget for many years, but requires the City of Findlay to provide the attached estimated revenues 

for submission to the Budget Commission for the next fiscal year.  In order to meet the statutory requirements for the distribution of local government 

money, this document should now be formally accepted by Council so that it can then be filed with the County Auditor no later than July 20, 2023.  A 

motion for acceptance of the revenue estimates will be needed.  As required by statute, a public hearing before tonight’s 7/18/23 Regular Session City 

Council meeting was scheduled, notice of which was published ten (10) days before the hearing.  The document has been available for public inspection in 

the City Auditor’s Office since July 7, 2023.   City Auditor Staschiak requests that this letter be read into the record of the 7/18/23 Regular Session City 

Council meeting. 
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Mayor Muryn – CR 212/236 annexation 

The City of Findlay has been working to reconfigure the intersection of County Road 212 and County Road 236 since 2016.  This project was focused on 

providing a better route for truck traffic outside of downtown, creating an overall safer intersection, further enhancing the County Road 212/County Road 

99 area as an industrial corridor.  Included on the next page of this letter is a timeline of the project.  In April 2022, County Engineer Cade informed the City 

of Findlay that the project could not be completed because the entire roadway was not within City corporation limits.  The City of Findlay immediately 

began work to complete the annexation.  On June 29, 2023, the Hancock County Board of Commissioners denied the annexation request (attached).  This 

project continues to have significant community safety and economic benefit to the City of Findlay and Hancock County.  Though legally not required, 

included in tonight’s Council packet is a simple resolution showing City Council’s support of proceeding with filing an appeal to the Court of Common Pleas 

to pursue the annexation of this property.  Resolution No. 017-2023 was created. 

 

Service-Safety Director Martin – annual Community Park Improvement Program grant 

The City of Findlay Public Works Department is again applying for the annual Community Park Improvement Program Grant through the Hancock 

Park District (HPD) for three (3) projects: 

• Project #1 is for twenty-two thousand dollars ($22,000.00) for restoration of the main restroom and main electrical building at Riverside 

Park.  The restoration will include removing loose and defective mortar joints, power washing the building, and tuck and point work on 

all defective mortar joints, then sealing the brick.  The work will be performed by a local contractor. 

• Project #2 is for ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) to extend the stage at Riverside Park Bandshell by twelve feet by fifty-two feet (12ft 

x 52ft), laying brick and pouring a six inch (6”) cap of concrete making the stage permanent.  The work will be done by the City of Findlay 

team. 

• Project #3 is for eight thousand dollars ($8,000.00) to replace the boards on the walk bridge at Emory Adams Park that crosses Eagle 

Creek over the east side of the park along Brookside Drive.  The work will be done by the City of Findlay team. 

 

The HPD grant is offered each year to communities within Hancock County to improve their park systems.  This grant is then divided among the 

communities that request the available funds.  These funds are at no cost to the community and do not require matching funds.  The City of 

Findlay has completed many projects in their parks using these grant dollars.  One of the requirements of the grant is to obtain project approval 

during a public meeting from its governing body.  City Council’s verbal authorization of the aforementioned projects through grant funds is 

requested.  Requires Council’s verbal approval to fund this project by grant funds. 

 

A set of summary financial reports for June 30, 2023: 

• Summary of Year-To-Date Information as of June 30, 2023 

• Financial Snapshot for General Fund as of June 30, 2023 

• Open Projects Report as of June 30, 2023 

• Cash & Investments as of June 30, 2023 

 

Service-Safety Director Martin – Findlay City Schools In-Kind Trade of Services MOU 

Certain City departments have space constraints, including the Police Department and Public Works.  There have been ongoing discussions 

regarding the needs of each department while long-term solutions are being evaluated.  In the short-term, the City of Findlay is always looking 

for opportunities.  As of this last winter, the Findlay City School (FCS) bus garage was vacant, so Service-Safety Director Martin approached the 

Findlay City Schools Administration to find out if the City of Findlay could temporarily utilize the vacant garage until they either sold the building 

or demolish it in which they took the request under advisement with the rest of the board.  During the same timeframe, FCS was working out the 

logistics of their athletic complex project.  FCS proposed that in return for the City of Findlay to utilize their storage space, the City of Findlay 

would provide the labor associated with the sports complex asphalt and concrete walkways identified in the project.  The agreement was an in-

kind trade of services for storage space.  Essentially, the City of Findlay uses the FCS bus garage to store City equipment, and in return, the City 

of Findlay will install identified concrete/asphalt.  Additionally, if/when FCS decides to demo their bus garage, the City of Findlay will provide the 

demolition of the building while FCS covers the dump fees.  There would be no exchange of dollars.  This agreement was discussed with City Law 

Director Rasmussen, and per Ohio Revised Code 735.05, Service-Safety Director Martin acted within the boundaries of his role as Safety Service 

Director and did not need to go to Council. 

 

“The director of public service may make any contract, purchase supplies or material, or provide labor for any work under 

the supervision of the department of public service involving not more than fifty thousand dollars.” – ORC Chapter 735.05 

 

With that information, Service-Safety Director Martin proceeded to work with the FCS Administration to prepare the agreement.  The City Law 

Director reviewed and approved the final version of the agreement which was then executed.  All aspects of the City’s involvement were discussed 

and considered prior to the execution of this agreement.  The labor cost associated with the asphalt/concrete work at the FCS athletic complex 

is approximately eleven thousand dollars ($11,000.00).  Anticipated labor costs associated with the demolition of the bus garage if/when it occurs 

is approximately seven thousand dollars ($7,000.00).  FCS will be covering all material costs of the project.  Due to the planning and preparation 

of the City’s Public Works Department Superintendent and the efficiency of the laborers, no City projects or work has been delayed or negatively 

impacted by this agreement.  Service-Safety Director Martin apologizes for the frustration and will work ensure additional communication in the 

future.  It is his hopes with this information that Council recognizes the intention of the Administration was not to circumvent Council in any way, 

but to work on behalf of the entire community in the capacity as Administrators.  It is his opinion that this situation is a great community win and 

an example of how entities, especially the public, can work together to get things done and save taxpayer dollars. 
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Service-Safety Director Martin – homelessness and unhoused coalition efforts 

Service-Safety Director Martin is addressing the efforts of the City of Findlay and community partners in response to the increased presence of 

unhoused individuals in the community.  He and Mayor Muryn recognize that this is an extremely frustrating and complex issue that did not show 

up overnight and is not going to be solved overnight.  They also recognize that it is not a good look for the community, but will continue to work 

tirelessly to both help those in need while also working to address the community concerns that arise from a visible presence of unhoused.  

Almost two years ago, Mayor Muryn challenged Service-Safety Director Martin and Director of the City Mission of Findlay (a private non-profit 

entity) Kathryn Bausman to address the growing homeless population in Findlay.  It is important to understand the “why” behind this situation.  

Homelessness has always been a part of the community, and as he talks with people, he hears stories of the transient population that frequents 

the community and have done so for years.  Currently, there are approximately one hundred fifty to one hundred sixty (150-160) homeless in 

Hancock County.  Breaking down the numbers:  eighty to ninety (80-90) are sheltered by an organization (the mission, in hospital, or rehab), thirty 

to forty (30-40) in cars, couch surfing, or garages, and the remainder are in tents or on the streets.  Homelessness is caused by various reasons 

which are unique to each individual.  Some do not want help or do not trust the help being offered.  Findlay, as well as communities across the 

country, is seeing an increase in the transient homeless.  Though the specific reasons are unknown, it is safe to believe that the individuals on the 

street are in Findlay because of community ties (family, friends, job, etc.), the reputation as a nice community, and/or the variety of resources 

offered to help get them back on their feet.  One of the major reasons there has been an increase in the visibly homeless is due to the fact that 

the City has focused on cleaning up abandoned/dilapidated structures, brush areas, etc. where individuals were seeking shelter out of sight.  One 

important note is that that have not been any reported incidents of violence or confrontation from the individuals who are homeless, but that 

there were issues with trespassing of which were addressed.  In early 2022, Service-Safety Director Martin and Ms. Bausman pulled local 

stakeholders (City Administration, Findlay Police Department, Findlay Zoning Department, the City Mission of Findlay, The Community 

Foundation, Hancock Public Health, Habitat for Humanity, Focus, ADAMHS, Blanchard Valley Health System, Hancock Metro Housing Authority, 

Family Resource Center, the faith-based community and Hope House.  After much discussion, the group prioritized three (3) areas of focus that 

they felt would positively navigate homelessness.  The three (3) areas of focus are as follows: 

• Community Education:  provide resources and education to downtown businesses to be equipped to address a homeless individua 

on their property. 

 The stigma around the unhoused population 

 Build skills to de-escalate situations 

 Uncomfortable/awkward situation – conversation starters 

 People feel bad and want to help out but do not know or who to call other than the Police 

• Affordable/Accessible Housing: work to support efforts of the affordable housing coalition to increase housing availability at 

various price points. 

 Seventy-four percent (74%) of homeless that have addressed their issues and are employed cannot find housing 

 Fifteen dollar and hour ($15/hr) = affordability of seven hundred eighty per month ($780/month) rent 

 The average rent in Findlay is between eight hundred fifty dollars and one thousand dollars a month ($850/$1,000/month) 

 Lack of housing inventory available to rent (1,2,3 bedroom options) 

 How can the City of Findlay work landlords to decrease risk of renting to certain populations 

• Low-barrier Housing: work with the City Mission of Findlay to offer an option for individuals to be off the street that are not ready 

to comply with the necessary rules of the City Mission of Findlay. 

 Collect data and feasibility information 

 Develop space at the City Mission of Findlay with different entry criteria 

Subcommittees were created based on the area of focus and the respective skillset of the stakeholders involved.  Being a long-term situation in 

the City of Findlay and not a “one size fits all” problem, it has taken quite a bit of time and effort to see progress.  The subcommittees have in 

fact made progress as outlined below: 

• Community Education 

 The City of Findlay Police Department continues to be an active contributor to this conversation 

 A handout has been created and is being distributed to local businesses as a how to conversation starter 

 Sharing resources for de-escalation tactics – Ryan Dowd YouTube 

• Affordable/Accessible Housing 

 Realigned efforts among local agencies working towards the common goal 

 Continue to look for opportunities to create housing access and capacity within the local market 

• Low-Barrier Housing 

 Collaboration between the City Mission of Findlay, Family Resource Center, and the ADAMHS Board 

 ADAMHS Board applied for the Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services (SAMHSA) grant of two million five hundred thousand 

dollars ($2,500,000.00) over five (5) years 

 The City Mission of Findlay will shift the family population to create capacity for low barrier population 

 Find more fitting accommodations for family units who are transitioning to independence – location to be determined 

 Family Resource Center will provide in-house services to the low barrier population including telemedicine 

• Faith-Based Community 

 Collaborating to share services and support each other based on parish resources and ability 

 St. Andrews Church: renovating annex building for free community laundry facilities 

 Cooling/warming shelter plan 
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The Unhoused Coalition will continue to work towards a solution for all involved.  Progress has been made and have set the table for opportunities 

in the future.  Service-Safety Director Martin is optimistic that a community approach to both help those in need while maintaining a beautiful, 

safe, and welcoming community that Findlay knows and loves is obtainable. 

 

Mayor Muryn – Water Treatment Project 

As we near the finish line of the Water Transmitter Project, questions have arisen regarding how bills are reconciled for the period of December 

2021 – time of transmitter installation.  The attached documents outline the process the Findlay Water Department uses to determine water 

bills.  After transmitters are installed, the department is able to get a true read of usage during the period of time that bills were being estimated 

based on historical monthly usage data.  This results in either a credit or additional charge being applied to each bill.  Moving forward, the bills 

will be based on actual usage.  It is the responsibility of the homeowner/resident to check their plumbing system for leaks and make repairs 

accordingly.  The City of Findlay looks forward to having the ability to assist our users in monitoring for water leaks. 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to review changes to the Zoning Code. 

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION recommend some changes to the Zoning Code.  Hancock Regional Planning Commission (HRPC) will provide red-

lined copies.  The PLANNING & ZONING COMMMITTEE will consider this in August. 

 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from Damon Kelly to rezone 609 West Foulke Avenue from R3 Small Lot 

Residential to C1 Local Commercial.  This was tabled during the June 15, 2023 PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE meeting. 

Councilman Russel moved to lift this from being tabled, seconded by Councilman Hellmann.  Ayes:  4 Nays: 0. 

Councilman Hellmann moved to deny the request, seconded by Councilman Bauman.  Ayes: 4 Nays: 1. 

 

The APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to discuss the Downtown Recreation Area agreement. 

We recommend that the Mayor move forward with the execution of the contract with the following provisions: 

1. Adjust the contract format to the standard short form format agreement. 

2. Obtain/explore an access agreement form all property owners. 

3. Follow up with legal opinion on environmental related clauses in contract. 

 

 

 

LEGISLATION: 

RESOLUTIONS:  

RESOLUTION NO. 016-2023 (Phase 2 Benching Project – environmental work - testing ) requires three (3) readings       first reading 

A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING FUNDS WITHIN APPROPRIATED FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 017-2023 (CR 212/236 – appeal County denial) requires one (1) reading        first reading 

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO OF PROCEEDING WITH FILING AN APPEAL OF THE DENIAL OF THE 

COUNTY ROAD 212/COUNTY ROAD 236 ANNEXATION THROUGH THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, HANCOCK COUNTY, OHIO. 

 

 

ORDINANCES: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-043 (Phase 2 benching project) requires three (3) readings     tabled after third reading on 5/16/23 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO ACCEPT PERMANENT OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTIES IN ORDER FOR 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF HANCOCK COUNTY, OHIO, TO TRANSFER THE PARCELS LISTED ON THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT TO THE CITY OF 

FINDLAY, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-062 (23 WTP Roof Replacement) requires three (3) readings                          third reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 

CONTRACTS WITH THE GARLAND COMPANY, INC. FOR REPAIRS NEEDED AT THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO’S WATER BILLING OFFICE AND ALSO THE 

CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO’S WATER DISTRIBUTION OFFICE, BOTH LOCATED AT 136 NORTH BLANCHARD STREET, PROJECT NO. 35732500, 

APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-063 (219 Hurd Ave rezone) requires three (3) readings                           second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1100 ET SEQ OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, KNOWN AS THE ZONING 

CODE BY REZONING THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY (REFERRED TO AS 219 HURD AVENUE REZONE) WHICH PREVIOUSLY WAS ZONED “I-

1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL” TO “R-3 SMALL LOT RESIDENTIAL”. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-064 (0 W McPherson Ave rezone) requires three (3) readings                        second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1100 ET SEQ OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, KNOWN AS THE ZONING 

CODE BY REZONING THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY (REFERRED TO AS 0 WEST MCPHERSON AVENUE, PARCEL NO. 600000302210 

REZONE) WHICH PREVIOUSLY WAS ZONED “O1 OFFICES/INSTITUTIONS” TO “M2 MULTI-FAMILY, HIGH DENSITY”. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-065 (ARPA Fund third appropriation of 2023) requires three (3) readings                       second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ADVERTISE 

FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS PROJECTS LISTED BELOW, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING 

FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-066 (Municipal Building Elevator Replacement) requires three (3) readings                       second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 

A CONTRACT WITH TOLEDO ELEVATOR & MACHINE COMPANY FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING ELEVATOR, APPROPRIATING 

AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-068 (annual bids and contracts) requires three (3) readings                              second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND/OR SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND 

ENTER INTO CONTRACTS, WITH OPTION YEARS, FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE MATERIALS, CHEMICALS, AND SERVICE AGREEMENTS NEEDED BY 

THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2024, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-070 (S Main St/McPherson Ave storm sewer repair) requires three (3) readings                                  second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO WAIVE 

FORMAL ADVERTISING AND BIDDING AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR STORM SEWER REPAIRS ON SOUTH MAIN STREET/MCPHERSON AVENUE, 

PROJECT NO. 35532800, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-071 (Downtown Recreation Area – design & engineering) requires three (3) readings                   first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 

A CONTRACT WITH STRAND & ASSOCIATES, INC. TO PROVIDE DESIGN AND ENGINEERING SERVICES OF THE DOWNTOWN RECREATION AREA 

PHASE II BENCHING OF THE BLANCHARD RIVER, PROJECT NO. 31913700, APPROPRIATING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-072 (FCS storage unit MOU) requires three (3) readings                      first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND/OR SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO ENTER INTO A 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING GRANTING THE CITY OF FINDLAY PERMIISSION TO STORE VARIOUS CITY EQUIPMENT IN THE FINDLAY CITY 

SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION’S VACANT BUILDING LOCATED AT 0 BLANCHARD AVENUE (PARCEL NO. 610001017675) AS SET FORTH 

IN THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBIT A, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 
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