
FINDLAY CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

REGULAR SESSION   APRIL 4, 2023   COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

ROLL CALL of 2022-2023 Councilmembers   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

ACCEPTANCE/CHANGES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES/CITY COUNCIL MINUTES: 

Acceptance or changes to the March 21, 2023 Regular Session City Council meeting minutes. 

 

ADD-ON/REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL FROM THE AGENDA: none 

 

PROCLAMATION 

Mayor Muryn – Parkinson’s Awareness month. 

WHEREAS:  Parkinson’s disease affects one million people in the United States, it is the second most common neurodegenerative 

disease, it is believed to be caused by a combination of genetic and environmental factors, and is a leading cause of death according 

to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and, 

WHEREAS:  It is estimated that Parkinson’s costs the United States $58 billion every year, or which the federal government shoulders 

$29 billion, leaving American families to cover the remaining $29 billion every year.  It is estimated that, by they year 2037, the number 

of people with Parkinson’s in the U.S. will nearly double, and the disease will cost the United States at least $79 billion every year; and, 

WHEREAS, The Symptoms of Parkinson’s disease can include movement issues such as balance, slowness in gait, “freezing” in place, 

speech and handwriting difficulties, and non-movement symptoms of depressions, dementia and cognitive impairment, speech 

difficulties, losing the sense of smell or taste, and swallowing challenges, and a variety of other symptoms; and, 

WHEREAS, Numerous clinical drug trials and research by the Michael J. Fox Foundation, the Parkinson’s Foundation, the Davis Phinney 

Foundation and others are working hand in hand with federal and state efforts to identify causes of Parkinson’s in an effort to one day 

prevent Parkinson’s disease; and, 

WHEREAS, More research and increased education and awareness and community support services are needed to find better 

treatments and a cure as well as maintain dignity for those living with the disease today. 

NOW THEREFORE, I Christina M. Muryn, Mayor of the City of Findlay, Ohio, do hereby proclaim April 2023 as:   

PARKINSON’S AWARENESS MONTH 

in Findlay, Ohio, and encourage citizens to increase their understanding of the disease and support people living with Parkinson’s. 

 

RECOGNITION/RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS: none 

PETITIONS: none 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

YMCA Chief Executive Officer Stephanie Parsons – in support of the YMCA 

Sarah Roberts Zerr – statement of support for the Findlay YMCA 

 

Christina Mahler  - Findlay YMCA 

 

Kelly Shroll – YMCA Support of Demolition Funds 

 

Justin Beattie – his business of Talk & Skill 2 (internet café) 

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:  

YMCA Chief Executive Officer Stephanie Parsons – Ordinance No. 2023-027 (ARPA Demolition Program).  Ms. Parsons provided a letter for the March 21, 

2023 City Council meeting that was not addressed during that meeting and asked after that meeting to retract it and provide an ORAL COMMUNICATION instead. 

Vice President for Student Affairs and Athletics, The University of Findlay Brandi Laurita on behalf of members of the Findlay Family YMCA 

Board of Directors (typed verbatim) 

Thank you for  your work in the community and the time and effort you dedicate to make Findlay & Hancock County a better place to work, live 

and thrive.  The Findlay Family YMCA shares your passion and dedication to our community and we appreciate your due diligence on the important 

decisions you make as good stewards of the community’s resources. 

The Findlay Family YMCA has been a good neighbor and partner in this community for more than 100 years, including more than 65 years in our 

current facility at 300 East Lincoln Street.  As a Board of Directors, we want to tell you about the important work your Findlay Family YMCA is 

doing every day: 

• Over the last year, your YMCA has provided over 115,000 free weekend meals to school-age children through our Feed-A-Child 

program. 
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• The YMCA provides free memberships to foster children and their families. 

• The YMCA provides affordable, reliable childcare to workers in our community, including 33% of our families that qualify for subsidized 

care through the State of Ohio. 

• The YMCA invites all individuals who participate in the Special Olympics to join the YMCA for free. 

• The YMCA partners with Children’s Mentoring Connection and invites their youth and mentors to the YMCA at no charge to enjoy 

quality time together. 

There are just a few examples of the work we are doing to strengthen our community.  We are a Y for all and we are looking forward to expanding 

our facility to better serve our members and guests. 

As our community continues to evolve and grow so does the Y’s needs for a facility that has the capacity to meet those needs and more.  It is 

evidently clear that the Findlay YMCA is in dire need of major upgrades that will not only enhance the public’s experience, but will also drive the 

organization forward in terms of being recognized as a workforce recruitment and retention tool.  Our area’s need for safe, affordable childcare 

is urgent and the Findlay Family YMCA is uniquely-positioned to meet that need with a more modern, robust childcare facility that will be the 

envy of NW Ohio. 

Over the last 10 years, the Findlay YMCA has strategically acquired properties around our existing facility in anticipation of eventually needing 

additional space.  Earlier this year when the opportunity to apply for funding for the demolition of these structures became available through the 

City of Findlay, the YMCA applied.  The Board of Directors believed that our properties were a good fit for the intent of the program.  Like all 

applicants, the YMCA submitted a comprehensive application package and worked in partnership with the Hancock Regional Planning Commission 

to have a Section 106 review conducted on the proposed properties and surrounding area to ensure we were in compliance for the appropriate 

use of federal funding. 

We are fortunate that the use of public dollars for projects like this include important safeguards for our community’s resources and treasures.  

Through the Section 106 review we learned that two of the properties in the surrounding area have been identified as having historical 

significance: the property owned by the Tharp Family at 310 E. Hardin St (no owned by the YMCA and not slated for demolition) and 404 E. Lincoln 

Street, which is owned by the YMCA.  Since the property at 404 E. Lincoln Street has some documented history, the YMCA has chosen to identify 

other potential uses for that structure in our long-rang planning. 

Although our capital project is in the early stages, we are really excited to begin rolling this project out to the public.  The Findlay Family YMCA is 

an important community partner and will continue to be passionate about executing our mission and vision for a better Findlay & Hancock County. 

Thank you again for your work in the community and the time and effort you dedicate to make our area better. 

 

Ohio History Connection letter to Hancock Regional Planning Commission – Section 106 Effect Finding, City of Findlay Demolition Program, 

Findlay, Hancock County, Ohio (typed verbatim) 

This letter is in response to your correspondence received on January 26, 2023, with additional information received on March 29, 2023.  The 

comments of Ohio’s State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 

of 1966, as amended, and the associated regulations at 36 CFR Part 800 and Ohio Revised Code 149.53.  Thank you for the opportunity to review 

the project.  Under the Federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 funding, the applicant is proposing demolition activities at the seventeen (17) 

below-listed properties in Findlay, Hancock County, Ohio: 

• 615 Grand Ave, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 609 Grand Ave, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 605 Grand Ave, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 600 Grand Ave, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 400 Lester Ave, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 347 Midland Ave, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 341 E Hardin St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 339 E Hardin St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 335 E Hardin St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 331 E Hardin St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 329 E Hardin St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 323 E Hardin St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 321 E Hardin St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 307 W Lincoln St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 305 W Lincoln St, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 220 Bell Ave, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

• 300-380 Hurd Ave, Findlay, Ohio 45840 

On March 29, 2023, the SHPO was informed that 404 E Lincoln St, Findlay, Ohio, 45840, was being removed from the list of properties proposed 

for demolition.  The submission listed properties within the project’s Area of Potential Effect (APE), however, our office also identified 320 E 

Hardin St, Findlay, Ohio, 45840, as being within the indirect APE for the proposed activities.  This property is considered potentially eligible for 

the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion C for its Federal-style, I-house architecture.  The demolition activities near the 

property eligible for listing in the HRHP would constitute an adverse effect under Section 106 regulations. 
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The SHPO recommends that the Hancock County Planning Commission work to develop and evaluate project alternatives that would avoid, 

minimize, or mitigate the adverse effects on historic properties that will result from this undertaking.  If it is agreed that no alternative can be 

found, the County and SHPO should agree on appropriate mitigation. 

In regard to the archeological component of this project, according to the information submitted and a check of our records, no previously 

documented archaeological sites are located within or adjacent to the Area of Potential Effect (APE), as defined by the cultural resources survey.  

A review of historic aerials indicates the APE has been previously disturbed.  Therefore, given the past disturbances, the APE has little to no 

potential to contain intact, significant archaeological deposits. 

If you have any questions, please contact Abigail Rosenow at (614) 298-2000, or via email at arosenow@ohiohistory.org. 

 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS: 

Board of Zoning Appeals minutes – January 12, 2023 and February 9, 2023. 

 

Assistant City Engineer Rausch – STRICT Center 

On August 17, 2023, the City of Findlay entered into an agreement with Clouse Construction for design-build services for the STRICT Center project 

(Agreement).  Clouse Construction has submitted acceptable Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) proposals for the building design and the 

procurement and erection of the building, as well as all associated construction.  Due to an oversight in the preparation of the request for 

legislation, Ordinance No. 2023-028 did not include the appropriation of the funds.  This Ordinance was for the completion of work described in 

GMP#4.  This package included the site utility/concrete and final buildout, including finishes and MEP phases of the project.  Legislation to 

appropriate and transfer funds is requested.  Ordinance No. 2023-037 was created. 

 

Law Director Rasmussen – legal opinion 2023-001 on utilizing of ARPA funds for demolition of the requested properties via 

In 2022, the Auditor’s Office for the City of Findlay filed necessary paperwork to apply all American Rescue Plan Act Funds (ARPA)/Coronavirus 

State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds as revenue replacement under the Final Rule.  The Final Rule as provided by the U.S. Department of 

Treasury, “presumed that up to $10,000,000 in revenue has been lost due to the public health emergency and recipients are permitted to use that 

amount (not to exceed the award amount) to fund “government services.”  All recipients may elect to use this standard allowance instead of 

calculating lost revenue using the formula below, including those with total allocations of $10 million or less.  Electing the standard allowance 

does not increase or decrease a recipient’s total allocation.”  (U.S. Department of Treasury, Coronavirus State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds:  

Overview of Final Rule, page 9.) 

The City of Findlay received approximately $4.2 Million in federal relief funds, all of which were documented under the standard allowance 

allowing flexibility on spending within the regular statutory requirements. 

In the fall of 2022, the administration discussed with the Appropriations Committee allocating $400,000.00 in funds form the ARPA funds towards 

a demolition program.  This was approved through appropriations in October 2022 and by the whole of Council through Ordinance No. 2022-121 

on December 6, 2022.  The application and guidelines for this program are attached to this correspondence and were developed following 

conversation with Council by Deputy Auditor Sampson, Lizzy Essinger from Hancock Regional Planning Commission and Mayor Muryn. 

At your March 21, 2023 Regular City Council meeting, Auditor Staschiak brought up “concern” related to footnote 7 on page 20 of the U.S. 

Department of Treasury, Coronavirus State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds:  Overview of Final Rule.  The footnote reads as follows, “Please see the 

final rule for further details and conditions applicable to this eligible use.  This includes Treasury’s presumption that the demolition of vacant or 

abandoned properties that results in a new reduction in occupied housing units for low-and-moderate income individuals in an area where the 

availability of such housing is lower than the need for such housing is ineligible for support with SLFRF funds.” 

Again, this specific requirement does not apply to the utilization of the demolition program by the City of Findlay because the funds are now 

being used as general revenue for the City of Findlay under the revenue replacement standard allowance. 

However, for Council’s edification, I have reviewed the Final Rule and the footnote in question.  Per U.S. Department of Treasury, Coronavirus 

State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, Final Rule effective April 1, 2022, page 133, section b. Vacant and abandoned properties.  “Vacant or 

abandoned properties are generally those that have been unoccupied for an extended period of time or have no active owner.”  (reference 

footnote 202).  Footnote 202, “A state or locality may use its existing classifications of what is corresponding processes for demolition, for these 

eligible uses.” 

The City of Findlay does not have a definition of vacant or abandoned properties and therefore a State or Federal definition is recommend.  In 

discussions with Hancock Regional Planning Commission, the State Demolition program utilizes a method of an affidavit (See attached) for 

compliance on vacant properties.  The affidavit from the State has property owners attest that, “no person or entity has occupied the property 

during any portion of the last 90 days, and that the property is vacant, abandoned, or blighted.” 

In conclusion, the City of Findlay is in full legal compliance with the utilization of funds for demolition of the requested properties.  Council may 

choose to require an Affidavit of Vacancy moving forward if they deem it appropriate. 
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City Auditor Staschiak – proposed changes to salary ordinance 

On the agenda for the April 4, 2023 City Council meeting is an ordinance asking that a portion of the City’s salary Ordinance No. 2022-081, AS 

AMENDED be revised and several other items to be added.  The proposed changes should further make several of the City’s paying practices 

more compliant with Federal wage laws.  Council previously approved the implementation of an electronic timekeeping system (Executime).  At 

this time, Executime is being implemented in several departments with the use of parallel timekeeping.  Parallel processing means the 

departments report time using both the current system and the new electronic timekeeping.  This allows the City Auditor’s Office to review all of 

the pay practices being used and to familiarize the departments with the new system.  This parallel process has brought to attention some 

timekeeping practices that need to be properly defined.  Those identified so far are being revised in this request to amend the City’s salary 

ordinance.  The City Auditor’s Office will continue to bring to Council’s attention any additional items that may be in need of further action.  

Ordinance No. 2023-036 was created. 

 

City Engineer Kalb – Street Department operating budget 

Discussions during the Capital Improvement Plan were on a couple of items for the Street Department that were originally planned to be funded 

by Capital Improvement funds, but was decided that it should have been part of the Street Department operating budget.  The funds that are 

being appropriated to the Street Department budget will be used to perform repair and maintenance to a couple of buildings at the Street 

Department complex.  To ensure that the work is being completed through the correct funds, $100,000 is being requested to appropriate to the 

Street Department operating budget for repair and maintenance of buildings and grounds.  Legislation to appropriate and transfer funds is 

requested.  Ordinance No. 2023-038 was created. 

 FROM: General Fund       $ 100,000.00 

 TO: SCM&R Fund        $ 100,000.00 

 FROM: SCM&R Fund       $ 100,000.00 

 TO: Street Department #22040000-other      $ 100,000.00 

 

City Engineer Kalb – Police Department Body-Worn Camera Program #331930700 

The City of Findlay Police Department was awarded a grant for the capital purchase of the equipment necessary to implement the Body-Worn 

Camera Program.  The Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) awarded the City a $91,926.81 grant that will be fulfilled through a 

reimbursement process.  Since this grant is in a reimbursement, the City will need to allocate Capital Funds to the project to then be submitted 

to OCJS for reimbursement.  The funds that are being allocated will not be used for anything except for the reimbursement process.  To follow 

the correct procedures, the City will need to use the $91,926.81 to purchase the equipment and the grant will reimburse the same amount back 

to the City to result in a net zero change for the Capital Improvement Funds.  Legislation to appropriate and transfer funds is requested.  Ordinance 

No. 2023-039 was created. 

 FROM: CIT Funds – Capital Improvements Restricted Account    $  91,926.81 

 TO: PD Body-Worn Camera Program #31930700      $  91,926.81 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

The STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE met on March 21, 2023 to review feedback received from community groups that were contacted.  

Time permitting – move forward with reviewing objectives in the plan. 

We recommend the committee continues the strategic planning process.  The committee will have a standby meeting on the first and third 

Tuesdays at 4:00pm in the Council Chambers until the initial plan is complete. 

 

 

 

LEGISLATION: 

RESOLUTIONS:  

RESOLUTION NO. 011-2023 (over PO amount) requires one (1) reading                      first reading 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXPENDITURES MADE BY THE AUDITORS OFFICE ON THE ATTACHED LIST OF VOUCHERS WHICH EITHER EXCEED 

THE PURCHASE ORDER OR WERE INCURRED WITHOUT A PURCHASE ORDER EXCEEDING THE STATUTORY LIMIT OF THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS 

($3000.00) ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH OHIO REVISED CODE 5705.41(D). 

 

 

ORDINANCES: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-027 (ARPA Demolition Program) requires three (3) readings            third reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO ADVERTISE 

FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR DEMOLITION SERVICES RELATED TO THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) DEMOLITION 

PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-030 (ARPA Fund appropriation of 2023) requires three (3) readings           third reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ADVERTISE 

FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS SO THAT AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) FUNDS MAY BE UTILIZED TO PURCHASE VARIOUS ITEMS 

FOR DESIGNATED VARIOUS PROJECTS LISTED BELOW, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-032 (WTP Generator Replacement) requires three (3) readings        second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 

CONTRACTS FOR THE PURCHASE OF A REPLACEMENT GENERATOR FOR THE CITY OF FINDLAY WATER TREATMENT PLANT, APPROPRIATING AND 

TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-033 (ARPA Fund 2nd appropriation of 2023) requires three (3) readings       second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ADVERTISE 

FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS PROJECTS LISTED BELOW, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING 

FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-034 (2nd Capital Improvement appropriation of 2023) requires three (3) readings      second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, 

WHERE REQUIRED, AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR VARIOUS PROJECTS, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS FOR SAID CAPITAL 

EXPENDITURES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-035 (moratorium amendment) requires three (3) readings       second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2022-119 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO EXTEND THE CURRENT 

MORATORIUM ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ANY SKILL-BASED AMUSEMENT BUSINESSES IN ORDER FOR THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO CONSIDER 

INCORPORATING THE PROPOSED ADDITITIONS INTO THE CURRENT ZONING CODE AS OUTLINED BELOW BEFORE ENACTING THEM AS PART OF 

THE CODIFED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-036 (amendment to salary ordinance) requires three (3) readings            first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ONE (1) SECTION OF CODIFIED ORDINANCE NO. 2022-81, AS AMENDED, KNOWN AS THE SALARY ORDINANCE OF THE 

CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, AND REPEALING ALL OTHER PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-037 (STRICT Center GMP #4 - appropriation/transfer funds) requires three (3) readings             first reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-038 (Street Dept operating budget) requires three (3) readings                   first reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-039 (Police Department Body-Worn Camera Program) requires three (3) readings          first reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mayor Muryn requested an Executive Session meeting to discuss property with no action to be taken after the Executive Session.   




















































































































































