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City of Findlay 

City Planning Commission 
 

Thursday, April 11, 2013 - 9:00 AM 
Municipal Building, Council Chambers 

 
 

Minutes 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Director Paul Schmelzer 
     Thom Hershey 
     Grant Russel 
      
STAFF ATTENDING:  Todd Richard, Zoning Inspector 
     Judy Scrimshaw, HRPC Staff 
     Matt Pickett, FFD 
     Steve Wilson, City Engineer 
      
GUESTS: Todd Jenkins, Tom Shindledecker, Dan Stone, Lou Wilin, 

Holly Frische,  Dennis Bash, various others 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present: 
 Director Paul Schmelzer 
 Thom Hershey 

Grant Russel 
 
  
SWEARING IN 
All those planning to give testimony were sworn in by J. Scrimshaw. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
T. Hershey moved to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2013 meeting.   G. Russell seconded 
the motion.  J. Scrimshaw stated that she had a correction to make.  She noticed just prior to the 
meeting that she had mistyped an address in Item #5 SP-04-2013.  She has corrected and will 
submit corrected copy to Mayor’s office for official record.  Motion to accept with correction 
carried 3-0.  
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NEW ITEMS 
 
1.   FINAL PLAT #FP-01-2013 filed by Birchaven Estates at Eastern Woods, Ltd., 15100 
Birchaven Lane, Findlay, OH to replat Lot 3 in the Eastern Woods Subdivision. 
 

P. Schmelzer asked if we should consider this item along with the Site Plan. 
 
MOTION: 
P. Schmelzer made a motion to approve FINAL PLAT #FP-01-2013 to replat Lot #3 in the 
Eastern Woods Subdivision. 
 
2nd:     Thom Hershey 
 
VOTE:       Yay (3) Nay (0) Abstain (0) 
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2.   FINAL PLAT #FP-02-2013 filed by George M Whitson, 1706 Imperial Lane, Findlay, OH  
to replat Lot 2 in the Interstate West Subdivision. 
 

DISCUSSION 
None 
 
MOTION: 
T. Hershey made a motion to approve FINAL PLAT #FP-02-2013 to replat Lot #2 in the 
Interstate West Subdivision. 
 
2nd:     G. Russell 
 
VOTE:       Yay (3) Nay (0) Abstain (0) 
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3.  SITE PLAN APPLICATION #SP-07-2013 filed by Birchaven Estates at Eastern Woods, 
Ltd., 15100 Birchaven Lane, Findlay for apartment buildings to be located at 7113 Eastern 
Woods Parkway, Findlay.  
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DISCUSSION 
T. Jenkins stated that the fire hydrants can be shifted where needed.  He asked if the water line 
could be extended to the southeast corner of the land to plan for a future loop connection when 
that develops and leave it as an 8” line.  P. Schmelzer asked if there is a timeline for developing 
that area.  D. Bash replied that it is being actively marketed.  They hope that the addition of the 
new apartments will facilitate more development.  P. Schmelzer replied that he would leave the 
conditions as presented and have more discussion later as development occurs.  He stated that the 
intent is to try and get closer to the NFPA standards. 
 
T. Jenkins asked if the stone surface construction road will suffice for the Fire Dept. driving 
surface requirement.  M. Pickett replied yes. 
 
G. Russel asked what the extra width of pavement required by the Fire Dept. would do to the 
calculations of impervious surface.  J. Scrimshaw replied that she had used the larger standard 
when calculating the percentage of impervious surface.  T. Jenkins noted that they are 
contemplating moving the property line north in order to make that 40%. 
    
MOTION: 
T. Hershey made a motion to approve SITE PLAN APPLICATION #SP-07-2013 for 
apartment buildings at 7113 Eastern Woods Parkway subject to the conditions listed in the Staff 
report. 
1. Correction of lot size to bring the impervious surface percentage to 40% or less (HRPC) 
2. Details of sign and pool fencing provided and approved (HRPC) 
3. Recommend the proposed waterline be looped south to the existing water line on Medical 
Drive South.  Line is in a platted easement, assuming they will want public maintenance.  (ENG) 
4. The catch basin in the compactor area shall be connected to the sanitary sewer. (ENG) 
5. Plan shows 24’ wide access road.  Must be 26’ (OFC) 
6. Plan shows 80’ diameter cul-de-sac.  Must be 96’ (OFC) 
7. 8” dead end water main is over 600’.  Main shall be 10” (NFPA) unless the line is looped 
into the existing 8” line to the south.  
8. Place 1 hydrant at road entrance, 1 halfway and 1 at the cul-de-sac (3 total) 
9. Driving surface (road) shall be installed and hydrants turned on before construction 
begins. 
 
2nd:     G. Russell 
 
VOTE:       Yay (3) Nay (0) Abstain (0) 
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4.   PETITION FOR ZONING AMENDMENT #ZA-03-2013 filed by RJT Properties, 400 W. 
Main Cross Street, Findlay, OH to rezone 400,414, & 418 W. Main Cross St., 208 & 214 Liberty 
Street, Findlay, OH from I-1 Light Industrial to C-3 Downtown Commercial. 
 

DISCUSSION 
G. Russel asked why we would not include the home in the northeast corner in the request.  What 
can they possibly do with being zoned I-1?  He believes that in other requests we have included 
such parcels or told them to get their neighbors.  J. Scrimshaw stated that they could possibly be 
included.  G. Russel asked if it hurt anything for them to change to C-3 also. 
 
P. Schmelzer asked if we can recommend to Council that they include this lot and asked T. 
Richard if he sees any benefit to the homeowner. 
 
T. Richard replied that there is not much benefit.  He is still a residential use in a commercial or 
industrially zoned area.  He is nonconforming either way.  He would think the owner should be 
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notified is they are going to do anything with his parcel.  J. Scrimshaw stated that the property 
owner did receive notification of today’s meeting and should be aware of what is happening. 
D. Stone commented that the Dietsch owners would be talking with the owner of the home. 
 
P. Schmelzer stated that if we make the recommendation to Council to include this parcel also, 
they don’t have to follow our recommendation and can keep it the same.  J. Scrimshaw replied 
that they may have to have the “super majority” to pass it if they go against CPC 
recommendation. 
 
MOTION:  P. Schmelzer made a motion to recommend approval of  PETITION FOR 
ZONING AMENDMENT #ZA-03-2013 to rezone 400,414, & 418 W. Main Cross St., 208 & 
214 Liberty Street, Findlay, OH from I-1 Light Industrial to C-3 Downtown Commercial with 
the comment that Council examine including 403 W. Front Street. 
 
2nd: T. Hershey  
 
VOTE:     Yay (3) Nay (0) Abstain (0) 
 
 
5.   SITE PLAN APPLICATION #SP-05-2013 filed by RJT Properties, LLC, 400 W. Main 
Cross Street, Findlay for proposed 7,242 square foot addition to existing building and additional 
parking lot pavement. 
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DISCUSSION 
J. Scrimshaw asked if the new overhead door and curb cut would be in the same location as one 
of the existing drop curb areas on Liberty Street.  D. Stone stated that it is not and part of the 
project will be to close and replace the curb in those areas. 
 
T. Richard stated that he and D. Stone have discussed the submission of a LOMA (Letter of Map 
Amendment).  He doesn’t see any issue because the new building is being constructed above 
BFE (Base Flood Elevation) and much of the grade of the site is already above. 
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MOTION:  T. Hershey made a motion to recommend approval of SITE PLAN 
APPLICATION #SP-05-2013 for proposed 7,242 square foot addition to existing building and 
additional parking lot pavement for Dietsch Brothers, 400 W. Main Cross Street. 
 
2nd: G. Russel  
 
VOTE:     Yay (3) Nay (0) Abstain (0) 
 
 
6.   SITE PLAN APPLICATION #SP-06-2013 filed by C Jay’s LLC, 15590 Brookfield 
Heights, Findlay, OH for proposed 100,000 square foot manufacturing facility and associated 
parking to be located at 5409 Hamlet Drive, Findlay, OH. 
 



City Planning Commission Minutes 11 April 11, 2013 

 
 
 
 



City Planning Commission Minutes 12 April 11, 2013 

DISCUSSION
D. Stone stated he is still working on the options of the sewer connection. 
 
M. Pickett stated that it was not yet determined if a fire pump will be required. 
 
MOTION:  T. Hershey made a motion to recommend approval of SITE PLAN 
APPLICATION #SP-06-2013 for proposed 100,000 square foot manufacturing facility and 
associated parking to be located at 5409 Hamlet Drive, Findlay, OH. 
 
2nd: G. Russel  
 
VOTE:     Yay (3) Nay (0) Abstain (0) 
 
 
7.   SITE PLAN APPLICATION #SP-08-2013 filed by MFB Findlay LLC/RD Management, 
LLC. 810 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY for proposed sporting goods store to be located at 
1960 Tiffin Avenue, Findlay, OH. 
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DISCUSSION 
J. Scrimshaw showed a revised drawing of the Dick’s Sporting Goods Store.  The developer has 
decreased the size to 34,759 square feet and allowed for a 25’ driving aisle along the east side.  
 
P. Schmelzer asked if the landscaping plan comes close to the requirements.  J. Scrimshaw stated 
that it would normally be more, but we would prefer to work with them to modify since this is 
not a clean site but a retrofit with an existing parking lot.  They will be the only shop in that area 
with any landscaping. 
 
T. Richard asked if they have a formal withdrawal for the BZA regarding the side setback.  D. 
Stone stated yes. 
 
P. Schmelzer moved to approve SITE PLAN APPLICATION #SP-08-2013 for the proposed 
Dick’s Sporting Goods store at 1960 Tiffin Avenue subject to the following conditions: 
1. Screening along north side of property (HRPC) 
2. Elimination of second sign as indicated (HRPC) 
3. Approval of a landscaping plan (HRPC) 
4. Approval of detention calculations due to increase in impervious area. (ENG) 
5. Approved Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (ENG) 
6. A fire prevention plan approved by the fire marshal and the Engineering Department. 
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(FIRE) 
 
2nd: T. Hershey  
 
VOTE:     Yay (3) Nay (0) Abstain (0) 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
              
Lydia L. Mihalik     Paul E. Schmelzer, P.E., P.S. 
Mayor       Service-Safety Director 
 
 
 


