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CITY OF Findlay City Council
— FINDl AY Planning & Zoning Committee
Meeting Date: October 13, 2022

Committee Members: Staff:
0O Grant Russel, at large — Committee Chair E( Eric Adkins, Zoning Supervisor
Brian Bauman, Ward 5 (@~ Matt Cordonnier, HRPC Director
M  Dennis Hellmann, Ward 2 «M’_ Don Rasmussen, Law Director
\ZI/V Jim Slough, Ward 4 & Jacob Mercer, HRPC
[@” Holly Frische, Ward 1 O  Jeremy Kalb, City Engineer
Meeting Start Time: I 276 5 EM Guests: Zh-0%-2027 = AV-07-2022
]_ 5 Km\b\ tLee \»Jz.quu,ir
Meeting End Time: ) P 7 Om,. »mh
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Agenda:
& DAY cm~
Call to Order DM“U’L& Boen
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes
New Items

119 W McPherson Ave rezone
2. 119 W McPherson Ave vacation

6-month moratorium on the establishment of any new small box retail stores and skill-based
amusement businesses via Ordinance No. 2022-109

4. amendments to the Findlay Zoning Code (dollar/thrift stores, skill-based gaming) via Ordinance No.
2022-110

Adjournment
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Dennis Hell many, Aeding

318 Dorney Plaza, Room 114 | Findlay, Ohio 45840 | www.FindlayOhio.com



COMMITTEE REPORT
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from
Anthony J. Coyne/Diane A. Calta, attorneys for the applicant EPIC Collaborations, LLC
to rezone 119 West McPherson Avenue from R2 Medium Lot Residential to C1 Local
Commercial.
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Sept 30, 2022

Dear members of the Findlay City Planning Commission,

We have several concerns about this proposal. This is an already congested area and
we fear a McDonalds will cause in increase in traffic making the area even more
difficult to navigate. We have an EMS station less than a half a mile from the proposed
site and we fear that wiil cause delays for emergency personnel. We also fear in

accidents.
We are also extremely concerned about the safety of our children. We have several
middle school children who walk to and from Donnell and we are very afraid that this

would become unsafe with the increase in traffic a McDonalds would bring.

We strongly urge you to deny the rezoning request and the request to vacate the alley.

Sincerely

Findlay Neighbors
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Sept 30, 2022
Dear members of the Findlay City Planning Commission,

We are writing to you as concerned citizens of the Sherman Park neighborhood. It has
come to our attention that the owner of the property at the northwest corner of S. Main
St. and Sixth Street/Lake Cascades Parkway is requesting a residential property on
McPherson to be rezoned commercial and an alley to be vacated. They are requesting
this so they can put in a McDonald's restaurant.

We have several concerns about this proposal. This is an already congested area and
we fear a McDonalds will cause in increase in traffic making the area even more
difficult to navigate. We have an EMS station less than a half a mile from the proposed
site and we fear that will cause delays for emergency personnel. We also fear in
increase in traffic accidents. With the Kroger parking lot and the Speedway on adjacent
corners from the proposed McDonalds, we would very likely see an increase in traffic
accidents.

We are also extremely concerned about the safety of our children. We have several
middle school children who walk to and from Donnell and we are very afraid that this
would become unsafe with the increase in traffic a McDonalds would bring.

We strongly urge you to deny the rezoning request and the request to vacate the alley.

Sincerely
Findlay Neighbors
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Sept 30, 2022

Dear members of the Findlay City Planning Commiss on,

come to our attention that the owner of the property a the northwest comer of S. Main

St. and Sixth Street/Lake Cascades Parkway is
McPherson to be rezoned commercial

this so they can put in a McDonald's restaurant.

We have several concerns about this

we fear a McDonalds will cause in increase in traffic

difficult to navigate. We have an EMS station less tha
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We strongly urge you to deny the rezoning request andéthe request to vacate the alley.

Sincerely
Sherman Park Neighbors
Name Address | Note
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Sept 30, 2022
Dear members of the Findlay City Planning Commission,

We are writing to you as concerned citizens of the Sherman Park neighborhood. It has
come to our attention that the owner of the property at the northwest corner of S. Main
St. and Sixth Street/Lake Cascades Parkway is requesting a residential property on
McPherson to be rezoned commercial and an alley to be vacated. They are requesting
this so they can put in a McDonald's restaurant.

We have several concerns about this proposal. This is an already congested area and
we fear a McDonalds will cause in increase in traffic making the area even more
difficult to navigate. We have an EMS station less than a half a mile from the proposed
site and we fear that will cause delays for emergency personnel. We also fear in
increase in traffic accidents. With the Kroger parking lot and the Speedway on adjacen
corners from the proposed McDonalds, we would very likely see an increase in traffic
accident.

We are also extremely concerned about the safety of our children. We have several
middle school children who walk to and from Donnel and we are very afraid that this
would become unsafe with the increase in traffic a McDonalds would bring.

We strongly urge you to deny the rezoning request and the request to vacate the alley.

Sincerely

Sherman Park Neighbors
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Sept 30, 2022
Dear members of the Findlay City Planning Commission,

We are writing to you as concerned citizens of the Sherman Park neighborhood. It has
come to our attention that the owner of the property at the northwest corner of S. Main
St. and Sixth Street/Lake Cascades Parkway is requesting a residential property on
McPherson to be rezoned commercial and an alley to be vacated. They are requesting
this so they can put in a McDonald's restaurant.

We have several concerns about this proposal. This is an already congested area and
we fear a McDonalds will cause in increase in traffic making the area even more
difficult to navigate. We have an EMS station less than a half a mile from the proposed
site and we fear that will cause delays for emergency personnel. We also fear in
increase in traffic accidents. With the Kroger parking lot and the Speedway on adjacen
corners from the proposed McDonalds, we would very likely see an increase in traffic
accidents.

We are also extremely concerned about the safety of our children. We have several
middle school children who walk to and from Donnel and we are very afraid that this
would become unsafe with the increase in traffic a McDonalds would bring.

We strongly urge you to deny the rezoning request and the request to vacate the alley.

Sincerely

Sherman Park Neighbors
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Sept 30, 2022
Dear members of the Findlay City Planning Commission,

We are writing to you as concerned citizens of the Sherman Park neighborhood. It has
come to our attention that the owner of the property at the northwest corner of S. Main
St. and Sixth Street/Lake Cascades Parkway is requesting a residential property on
McPherson to be rezoned commercial and an alley to be vacated. They are requesting
this so they can put in a McDonald's restaurant.

We have several concerns about this proposal. This is an already congested area and
we fear a-McDonalds will cause in increase in traffic making the area even more
difficult to navigate. We have an EMS station less than a half a mile from the proposed
site and we fear that will cause delays for emergency personnel. We also fear in
increase in traffic accidents. With the Kroger parking lot and the Speedway on adjacent
comers from the proposed McDonalds, we would very likely see an increase in traffic

accidents .

We are also extremely concerned about the safety of our children. We have several
middle school children who walk to and from Donnell and we are very afraid that this
would become unsafe with the increase in traffic a McDonalds would bring.

We strongly urge you to deny the rezoning request and the request to vacate the alley.

Sincerely

Sherman Park Neighbors
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Sept 30, 2022
Dear members of the Findlay City Planning Commission,

We are writing to you as concerned citizens of the Sherman Park neighborhood. It has
come to our attention that the owner of the property at the northwest comer of S. Main
St. and Sixth Street/Lake Cascades Parkway is requesting a residential property on
McPherson to be rezoned commercial and an alley to be vacated. They are requesting
this so they can put in a McDonald's restaurant.

We have several concerns about this proposal. This is an already congested area and
we fear a McDonalds will cause in increase in traffic making the area even more
difficult to navigate. We have an EMS station less than a half a mile from the proposed
site and we fear that will cause delays for emergency personnel. We also fear in
increase in traffic accidents. With the Kroger parking lot and the Speedway on adjacent
corners from the proposed McDonalds, we would very likely see an increase in traffic
accidents.

We are also extremely concerned about the safety of our children. We have several
middle school children who walk to and from Donnell and we are very afraid that this
would become unsafe with the increase in traffic a McDonalds would bring.

We strongly urge you to deny the rezoning request and the request to vacate the alley.

Sincerely

Findlay Neighbors
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South Main Peighborhood Association

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal of the
SouthMain neighborhood, keepingit a desirable place to live.

September 27,2022

The SouthMain Neighborhood Association (SMNA) s a loosely organized group ofneighbors
who live on South Main Street from Lima Street to Sixth Street. For close to a decade, we have
been meeting with one simple mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal ofthe South Main
neighborhood, keepingit a desirable placeto live. The SMNA organizes the annual luminaries
on Christmas Eve, hosts a neighborhood garage sale, coordinates social events for the
neighborhood and supports each other with the many maintenance opportunities that come with
historichomes.

The SouthMain Street Neighborhood Association is strongly opposed to the plans for a
McDonald’s restaurant in our neighborhood. Our concerns are many but are based on our view
that a high-volume business such as McDonald’s should not be in a historic, residential

neighborhood.

The traffic that a fast-food restaurant generates does not fit at the proposed location. The
addition ofa McDonald’s at an intersection that already has a Speedway and Kroger will push
traffic congestion to a pointwhere it is not safe. The City Planning Commission recently denied
the addition ofa Kroger gas station in this area because of traffic and safety concerns. A
McDonald’s at this site has the same issues and may generate even more traffic and congestion
than a Kroger gas station.

For over nine months ofthe year Jefferson Elementary School and Donnell Middle School are
in session. Students from the neighborhoods walk to school with many crossing Sixth Street.
Parents dropping offand pickingup students create significant volumes oftraffic and unique,
challenging traffic patterns. The added traffic generated by McDonald’s customers will
exacerbate the situation, making students’ commutes more dangerous.

At night, when traffic volumes finally subside, oursidewalks are filled with families pushing
strollers, walking their dogs and enjoying our historic neighborhood. We visit with our
neighbors on our front porches, enjoying the unique community of South Main Street. Sadly,
we believe even these quiet times will be adversely affected by the addition ofa McDonald’s.

In closing, our objection is not with McDonald’s per se, we simply do notbelieve that a
McDonald’s, or similar operation is ap propriate in this location. The additional traffic,
congestion and very presence of a fast-food restaurant threaten the safety and peaceful nature of

our historic neighborhood.



South Main Peighborhood Association

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal of the
South Main neighborhood, keeping it a desirable place to live.

Name Address Date
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South MHlain Peighborhood Association

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal of the
South Main neighborhood, keeping it a desirable place to live.

Name Address Date
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South MHain Peighborhood Asgsociation

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal ofthe
South Main neighborhood, keepingit a desirable place to live.
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South Main Peighborhood Association

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal ofthe
South Main neighborhood, keeping it a desirableplaceto live.

Name Address Date
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South Main Peighborhood Association

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal of the
South Main neighborhood, keeping it a desirable place to live.
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South Main Peighborhood Association

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal of the
South Main neighborhood, keeping it a desirable place to live.
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South Main Peighborhood Association

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal of the
South Main neighborhood, keeping it a desirable place to live.
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South Main Peighborhood Agsociation

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal of the
South Main neighborhood, keeping it a desirable place to live.
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Sept 30, 2022

Dear members of the Findlay City Planning Commissjon,

We are writing to you as concerned citizens of the Shferman Park neighborhood. It has
come to our attention that the owner of the property at the northwest cormner of S, Main
St. and Sixth Street/Lake Cascades Parkway is requesting a residential property on

McPherson to be rezoned commercial and an alley to|be vacated. They are requesting
this so they can putin a McDonald's restaurant. |

would become unsafe with the increase in traffic Mcponaws would bring.

!
We strongly urge you to deny the rezoning request ané! the request to vacate the alley.

Sincerely
Sherman Park Neighbors
Name Address Note
Trmsth 4,/“744.5&‘ 120 Sherman O, \ch-mff;'fe' gdg ' milec ey
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South Main Peighborhood Association

Our Mission: To preserve and enhance the appeal of the
South Main neighborhood, keeping it a desirable place to live.
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LAW OFFICES OF TIMOTHY A. MAGEE, ESsQ.

347North Main Street Suite 1 OTimothy A. Magee, Esq.
B ow l 1 n g G ree n, O h l o4 3 4 0 2 Admitted in Ohio, New York snd Colorado (inactive)
Phone: (419) 352-8700 Fax: (866) 476-4130 Cell Phone: (419) 304-5395

law.magee@gmail.com

October 2, 2022

City of Findlay Planning Commission

VIA EMAIL:

Brian Baumer at Bbauman@FindlayOQhio.com
Grant Russel at GRussel @FindlayOhio.com
Dennis Hellman at DHellman@F indlayQOhio.com
Jim Slough at JSlough@FindlayOhio.com

Randy Greeno at RGreeno@FindlayOhio.com
Jeff Wobser at JWobser@FindlayOhio.com
Christina Muryn at MAYOR@FindlayOhio.com

Jacob Mercer at jmercer@ FindlayOhio.com
Re: Proposed Zoning Variances W. McPherson/Lake Cascade Drive area

Dear Council Members:

My name is Tim Magee. I am an attorney out of Bowling Green. However, I have been a
long time Findlay resident. My home residenceqs 130 Sijerman Drive, Bindlay OH 45840. As a
preliminary matter, T want to make clear that I am not Tornia Y Tepresenting any of the other

residents affected by the proposed zoning changes. I am only speaking for myself. I would note

that in speaking with my neighbors, many appear to share the same sentiments that I have.

I'received a letter from the Planning Commission dated September 29, 2022 (copy
attached). The letter concerns the agenda for the upcoming Planning Commission meeting to
be held October 13, 2022 at 9AM. Of particular concern are items 6 and 7. Item 6 states:
ALLEY/STREET VACATION PETITION #AV-07-2022 filed by Epic Collaborations, LLC,
119 W. McPherson Ave. Findlay to vacate the 15’ wide right-of-way of the first N/S alley
running south from W, McPherson Ave to Lake Cascades Pkwy. Item 7 states: PETITION
FOR ZONING AMENDMENT #ZA-04-2022 filed by Epic Collaborations LLC, to rezone 119
W. McPherson form (sic) R-2 Single Family Medium Density Residential to C-1 Local

Commercial.

Upon receiving the letter, I, like many of my neighbors, thought nothing of it. I
personally thought it probably had something to do with National Limestone and Quarry or
possible Cooper Tire. As an aside, National Limestone and Cooper have always been great
“neighbors” and I would never oppose any proposal(s) they might make because both
companies have always seemed to prioritize what’s “good” for Findlay as much as what is
good for their respective companies.



Upon speaking with my nei ghbors, I soon learned the zoning petitions concerned selling
the property to McDonalds Corp. so that a restaurant could be built. I am adamantly opposed to
- have a McDonalds built at the corner of S. Main St. and Lake Cascades Pkwy. First and
. foremost, the location is literally directly behind my house. I don’t want to look out my back
, Patio door with a new view of the “Golden Arches”,

There are a myriad of reasons why a McDonalds at this location is not a good idea. Some

. of the problems are aptly delineated in the attached form letter. Besides the noise, light, and

,increase in traffic issues, there are other concerns. In general, the Sherman Park neighborhood
. is and always has been a quiet, “safe” area. There are numerous children, including a fair

, humber of middle-schoolers who attend Donnel. These students do walk to and from school

. an exit/entrance on Lake Cascades, I feel it would only be a matter of time before a tragedy

+. occurs. I also feel the issue of Hanco EMS is understated in the form letter. I know that this

- issue has come up before. In the event a flood occurs (which as you know Findlay has a history
*. of), the only way Hanco can get to the west side of town is down Lake Cascades Pkwy.

- Ambulances can’t be competing with McDonalds customers to get to where they need to go.

‘ I will be attending the meeting on October 13. In light of the vague “notice” sent to
" affected residents, I am requesting a copy of Petition #AV-07-2022 and Petition HZA-04-2022
- be emailed to me as soon as possible. Time certainly is of the essence. I would note that the
“07” probably refers to July and the “04” refers to April. Why are the affected residents only
receiving a notice less than 2 weeks before the hearing date? A notice that states nothing about
the true nature of the petition requests. I would also request a copy of the *Planning
Commission Rules and Procedures”. T was unable to locate a copy online. If I need to g0 to the
-Municipal Building to obtain a copy, please just let me know.

Lastly (not to be overly dramatic, but this is an extremely important issue), in the event
these 2 petitions are passed, after exhausting all administrative remedies, I will take the matter
to court. I am confident that many of my neighbors will join in as plaintiffs.

Thank you for attention to this matter, and please feel free to contact me to further
discuss.

cc: National Limestone and Quarry



COMMITTEE REPORT

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from
Anthony J. Coyne/Diane A. Calta, attorneys for applicant Mansour Gavin LPA to vacate
a fifteen foot (15') alley between West McPherson Avenue and Lake Cascades
Parkway, formerly Vance Avenue, east of Douglas Parkway abutting Sherman Addition,
Block G and inlots number 16815 through 16822.
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COMMITTEE REPORT

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to discuss a
6-month moratorium on the establishment of any new small box retail stores and skill-
based amusement businesses via Ordinance No. 2022-109.
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COMMITTEE REPORT
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to discuss
amendments to the Findlay Zoning Code (dollar/thrift stores, skill-based gaming) via
Ordinance No. 2022-110.
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